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A LADY AS A LECTURE 


AGENT. 
AN INTERVIEW WITH MISS EDITH 
POND. 

Ons of the most familiar names in America is 
that of Major Pond, who has been for many 

past, the most enterprising and successful 
of managers for lecturers in the United States. 
When a letter of introduction informed me that 
his daughter had come to London, to endeavour 
to organise here some public appearances for a 
young negro poet and reader named Dunbar, I 
at once desired to know how it had come about 
that such an enterprise had been undertaken by 
a lady. 

Miss Edith Pond consented, with American 
wisdom and promptness, to be interviewed. 
In a businesslike spirit, she desired to talk 
about Mr. Dunbar; to tell me that he is 
the first poet that his race has produced; 
that his work is full of beautiful thoughts, 
and that as a reader of his own poems he is 
quite a novelty, and a very pleasing and success- 
ful reader, with good voice and presence. In 
America he reads to public gatherings, she 
says, a8 well as in drawing-rooms; but over 
here Miss Pond expects most success for him 
as a@ drawing-room entertainer ‘during the 
coming season. 

“ But it is you who interest me, Miss Pond,” 
said the Interviewer. ‘I want to be told how 
you came to enter upon this business, and 
what you have done in it ?” 

“Well, you know, my father has for many 
years had the largest business of this kind that 
exists in America, and I have gone into it 
‘simply in order to help him. This visit to 
England is the first thing I have done entirely 
on my own account, though I have often had all 
the arrangements to make in advance for lec- 
turers engaged by my father.” 

“Do you consider it a business in which a 
lady is likely to succeed ?” 

“Why, certainly I do, judging by my own 
experience. The business is partly persuasive, 
getting editors to put in your notices and so on, 
and they will do more for a lady than for a 
man. Then, again, women don’t want to ‘see 
life’ or go ‘on sprees’; they go to a new town on 
business and stick to business, and the reverse 
habit injures many men as ‘ advance agents.’” 

‘Ts it your custom to yourselves engage the 
halls and make all the arrangements, or do you 
‘farm out’ your lecturers to local societies ? ” 

“When we have a very successful lecturer 
we prefer to keep him for ourselves. For 
instance, Ian Maclaren, who has been one of 
the most successful of all the English visitors 


that America has ever had, we arranged for | 
entirely, after just his first lecture, which he 


gave in New York for the St. Andrew’s Society, 
& great charitable association of Scotchmen in 


Canada and the United States. After that, I | 


went everywhere as his ‘ advance agent,’ and 


made all the arrangements on my father’s | 
‘the girls’ heads; and so it never occurs to our | 


behalf with very great success.” 


‘‘In what manner do you do most of your 
advertising ?” 

“One wants to have some ideas to make 
advertising successful. Of course there are 
always the newspapers. Our journals as a rule 
will take a great deal more notice of per- 
sonal matters than most English newspapers. 
I would supply them with interesting articles, 
sometimes as much as a column long, about the 
attraction that was coming. I would almost 
live in the newspaper offices until I had got 
@ promise in each one to have my advance 
notices inserted. Of course I need not 
tell you that they were accompanied by 
advertisements, but still the newspaper gentle- 
men want persuading a little to put in what 
one desires. In New York I did a great deal 
for Ian Maclaren by circularising. We arranged 
for him six morning readings in the Waldorf 
Hotel, the most splendid and costly place in 
the city, and charged two dollars (7s. 6d.) for 
each seat. In order to get a fashionable 
audience to meet this fashionable price, I 
addressed and sent out 38,000 circulars, each 
with a two cent stamp on it, so that it might 
have been a personal letter. This, with a few 
advertisements in the newspapers, filled the 
hall for the first reading; and that proved so 
successful that at every reading afterwards 


we had to send away many who desired to 
attend.” 


‘“ When you go to country places, I suppose 
you travel alone ?”’ 


‘‘Oh, yes, travelling in America is very 


pleasant, and I found that I obtained more 


courtesy and attention by going alone and 


doing everything myself. Of course different 


speakers can be worked in different ways. 


When I acted as advance agent for my father 


with Max O’Rell I went a good deal to the 
theatrical people; for Ian Maclaren I relied 
entirely upon the religious people. In the first 
great town that I worked for him I reserved 
the large platform entirely for the ministers of 
the town, and sent each of them a ticket free 
with a note asking if he would accept it. Then, 
for the Sunday before the reading, I sent again 
to each of them asking if he would announce 
the occasion from the pulpit, and, as they had 
already accepted my courtesies, most of them 
did not refuse this favour in return, which 
had much to do with the success of the 
meeting.” 

‘* Women are allowed to do much more im- 
portant work, and are treated much more 
seriously in business in America than here,” 
remarked the Interviewer. 

“That is certainly the case,’ replied Miss 
Pond, “I find there is a great difference 
here in the manner of men towards a 
business woman; I think that is largely 
due to our system of co-education. Girls and 
boys go right into the same primary schools, 
and work side by side, and in almost all our 
colleges and universities they take the same 
degrees, and compete for the same prizes; and 
all through the best brains are often found in 


men to look upon themselves as superior, or 
better able to do anything than the women with 
whom they have worked on equal terms from 
their earliest childhood. But I find all your 
business arrangements very different here from 
those in America.” 

‘* We are much more polite here ; is that what 
you mean?” 

“T quite admit that—your shopkeepers and 
servants, and, indeed, all classes of people, are 
very polite, and it is delightful; but there are 
many things that are not so pleasant. For 
instance, when I go to an office here I find 
@ man outside, a porter perhaps, or a boy, who 
want to make me tell him all my business. I 
say I want to see his principal. He says that 
the principal is very busy. Then I reply ‘so 
am I, yet I must wait right here until I can 
see him’ ; so then, after a bit, I get in, and I 
don’t see the great crowd; there is no sign of 
a rush. The fact is, all your business men 
make themselves more precious to be seen than 
our President does.” 

‘“‘ But,” said the Interviewer, ‘if people in 
business saw everybody that came they might 
have no time to themselves.” 

‘They make time in America,” said Miss 
Pond. ‘Wherever you go you can always see, 
even if only for a short time, any person, how- 
ever important. There is my father, with as 
much business as most people; yet if anyone 
wants to see him they go right in, provided 
there is no one else there. If he finds they are 
of no importance, or he does not want to talk 
to them, he does not look at them, or listen 
much, and presently says, ‘You had better. 
come another time’; but they can always see 
him for a bit. And so it is with everyone, 
however busy or important, in America. The 
fact is,” she added, smiling, ‘‘none of you 
over here work at all. I don’t see how you 
make any money. In America we go with a 
much greater rush.” 

A little more interesting chat followed on 
the success or otherwise, as lecturers, of 
various English -visitors to the States. Miss 
Pond avers that most English people go round 
with an offensive air of superiority—that they 
have an obvious intention of making game of 
their entertainers, even while accepting the 
gracious and free hospitality of America! But 
the Interviewer tried to persuade her that this 
was only a mannerism, and that English visitors 
to the States are generally, as assuredly the 
speaker herself was, charmed with the genial, 
gracious, warm welcome they receive, and proud 
to think that the great New World is the child 
of this Motherland. 

Lecturing, it may be mentioned, has been 
always more popular in America than in Eng- 
land. In part, no doubt, this depends on the 
greater diffusion of education, but in part also 
upon the more generally comfortable circum- 
stances of the American population of all work- 
ing grades, allowing them, with ease, to pay 
fees adequate to compensate first class men and 
women for engaging in this form of labour, 
which is not the case in England. 
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WORDS OF WEIGHT ON 
WOMEN’S QUESTIONS. 

Under this title we shall give an account of 
some of the most celebrated writings by which 
the way was prepared for women's advance 
in education, occupation, and freedom. In- 
cluded in this series will be Mary Wolstone- 


craft's “* Vindication of the Rights of 
Women,” John Stuart Mill’s ‘ Subjection of 


Women,” Harriet Martineau’s, Hon. Mrs. 
Norton's, Miss F. P. Cobbe’s, and other 
celebrated writings. 
CHAPTER I. 
Conporcet’s Essay 
‘ Sur Vadmission des femmes aw droit de Cité.” 
On the Admission of Women to the Rights of 
Citizenship. Date, 1789. 
INTRODUCTORY REMARES. 
To find the first germ of the modern Woman's 
Movement, we must go back to the days of the 


French Revolution. Although the series of 


events which we know under that title culminated 
in a wild saturnalia of bloodshed and cruelty, it 


began in the most enlightened ideas and the 


most fearless consideration of human rights and 
political justice. While the subject of the 
proper relationship of the masses to the classes 


was under consideration, it naturally happened’ 


that some few clear thinkers perceived the 


necessity also of endeavouring to ascertain’ 


whether the relations between men and women 
were based upon justice, and were the best 
calculated to promote human happiness and 
progress. The work which is generally con- 
sidered as the pioneer upon this topic, Mary 
Wolstonecraft’s ‘ Vindication of the Rights of 
Women,” was preceded by an essay by one of 
the most influential and most honourable of the 
thinkers on the side of democracy, the Marquis 
de Condorcet. : 

What he wrote in 1789 is in 1897 almost 
commonplace. It is not indeed yet translated 
into fact, but his ideas are now familiarised in 
almost all ears, and warmly endorsed by a very 
large number of the best minds amongst both 
sexes. To properly appreciate his essay it 
must be remembered that it was the first; and 
that the subjection of one sex to the other has 
been based more deeply upon prejudice, vanity 
and apparent self-interest than ever was the 
subjection of a democracy to an aristocracy, 80 
that greater clearness of thought, and justness 
of perception, was required in the first persons 
who attacked sex domination than was needed 
for those who endeavoured to secure a recogni- 
tion of the human rights of those born to lowly 
station. : 

For the translation which follows of Con- 
dorcet’s Essay we are indebted to Dr. Alice 
Vickery. It will interest some readers to know 
that the great leader of the modern Woman’s 
Movement, John Stuart Mill, was certainly 
acquainted with this essay, as the Editor 
possesses @ quotation from it written in Mill’s 
own autograph. The passage which Mr. Mill 
noted in the original French is that which 
begins ‘It has been said that women are never 
governed by reason” down to the word 
“respectable.” 


‘‘Custom may familiarise mankind,’’ begins 
Condorcet, ‘‘ with the violation of their natural 
rights to such an extent, that even among 
those who have lost or been deprived of these 
rights, no one thinks of reclaiming them, or is 
even conscious that they have suffered any 
injustice. 

Certain of these violations (of natural right) 
have escaped the notice of philosophers and 
legislators, even while concerning themselves 
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zealously to establish the common rights of 
individuals of the human race, and in this way 
to lay the foundation of political institutions. For 
example, have they not all violated the principle 
of the equality of rights in tranquilly depriving 
one-half of the human race of the right of taking 
part in the formation of laws, by the exclusion 
of women from the rights of citizenship ? Could 
there be a stronger proof of the power of habit, 
even among enlightened men, than to hear 
invoked the principle of equal rights in favour 
of perhaps some 800 or 400 men, who had been 
deprived of it by an absurd prejudice, and 
forget it when it concerns some 12,000,000 
women ? 

To show that this exclusion is not an act of 
tyranny, it must be proved either that the 


‘natural rights of women are not absolutely the 


same as those of men, or that women are not 


‘capable of exercising these rights. 


But the rights of men result simply from the 
fact that they are rational, sentient beings, 
susceptible of acquiring ideas of morality, and 
of reasoning concerning those ideas. Women 
having, then, the same qualities, have neces- 
sarily the same rights. Either no individual of 
the human species has any true rights, or all 
have the same; and he or she who votes 
against the rights of another, whatever may be 


his or her religion, colour or sex, has by that fact |. 


abjured his own. 

It would be difficult to prove that women are 
incapable of exercising the rights of citizenship. 
Although liable to become mothers of families, 
and exposed to other passing indispositions, 
why may they not exercise rights of which it 
has never been proposed to deprive those 
persons who periodically suffer from gout, 
bronchitis, &c.? Admitting for the moment 
that there exists in men a superiority of mind 
which is not the necessary result of a difference 
of education (which is by no means proved, but 
which should be, to permit of women being 
deprived of a natural right without injustice), 
this inferiority can only consist in two points. 
It is said that no woman has made any impor- 
tant discovery in science, or has given any 
proofs of the possession of genius in arts, 
literature, &c.; but, on the other hand, it 
is not pretented that the rights of citizen- 
ship should be accorded only to men of 
genius. It is added that no woman has 
the same extent of knowledge, the same 
power of reasoning, as certain men; but what 
results from that? Only this, that with the 
exception of a limited number of exceptionally 
enlightened men, equality is absolute between 
women and the remainder of the men; that 
this small class apart, inferiority and superiority 
are equally divided between the two sexes. 
But since it would be completely absurd 
to restrict to this superior class, the rights of 
citizenship and the power of being entrusted 
with public functions, why should women be 
excluded any more than those men who are 
inferior to a great number of women ? 

Lastly, shall it be said that there exists in 
the minds and hearts of women certain qualities 
which ought to exclude them from the enjoy- 
ment of their natural rights? Let us interro- 
gate the facts. Elizabeth of England, Maria 
Theresa, the two Catherines of Russia—have 
they not shown that neither in courage nor 
in strength of mind are women wanting? 
Elizabeth possessed all the failings of women. 
Did these failings work more harm during her 
reign than resulted from the failings of men 
during the reign of her father, Henry VIII, or 
her successor, James I.? Have the lovers of 
the Russian Empresses exercised a more 
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s influence than the mistresses of 
Louis XIV.,of Louis XV.,or even of Henry IV ? 

Will it be maintained that Mistress Macaulay 
would not have expressed her opinions in the 
House of Commons better than many repre. 
sentatives of the British nation? In dealing 
with the question of liberty of conscience, 
would she not have expressed more elevated 
principles than those of Pitt, as well as more 
powerful reasoning? Although as great an 
enthusiast on behalf of liberty as Mr. Burke 
could be on behalf of its opposite, would she, 
while defending the French constitution, have 
made use of such absurd and offensive nonsense 
as that which this .celebrated rhetorician made. 
use of in attacking it ? Would not the adopted 
daughter of Montaigne have better defended the 
rights of citizens in France in 1614, than the 
Councillor Courtin, who was a believer in magic 
and occult powers? Was not the Princesse 
des Ursins superior to Chamillard? Could not 
the Marquise de Chatelet have written equally 
as well as M. Rouill6é? Would Mdme. de 
Lambert have made laws as absurd and ag 
barbarous as those of the garde des Sceauz, of 
Armenouville, against Protestants, invaders of 
domestic privacy, robbers and negroes? In 
looking back over the acts of those who have 
governed the world, men have scarcely the 
right to be so very uplifted. 

Women are superior to men in the gentle and 
domestic virtues : they, as well as men, know how 
to love liberty, although they do not participate 
in all its advantages; and, in republics, they 
have been known to sacrifice themselves for it. 
They have shown that they possess the virtues. 
of citizens, whenever chance or civil disasters 
have brought them upon a scene from which 
they have been otherwise shut out by the pride 
and tyranny of men in all nations. 

It has been said that women, in spite of much 
ability, of much sagacity, and of a power of 
reasoning carried to a degree equalling that of 
subtle dialecticians, yet are never governed by 
what is called ‘‘ reason.” 

This observation is not correct. "Women are 
not governed, it is true, by the reason (and ex- 
perience) of men; they are governed by their 
own reason (and experience). 

Their interests not being the same (as those 
of men) by the fault of the law, the same things 
not having the same importance for them as for 
men, they may, without failing in rational con- 
duct, govern themselves by different principles 
and tend towards a different result. It is as 
reasonable for a woman to concern herself 
respecting her personal attractions as it was 
for Demosthenes to cultivate his voice and 
his gestures. 

It is said that women, although superior in 
some respects to man—more gentle, more 
sensitive, less subject to those vices which 
proceed from egotism and hardness of heart— 
yet do not really possess the sentiment of 


than their conscience. This observation is 
more correct, but it proves nothing ; it is not 
nature, it is education; it is social existence 
which produces this difference. 

Neither the one nor the other has habituated 
women to the idea of what is just, but only to 
the idea of what is honnéte or respectable. 
Excluded from public affairs, from all those 
things which are judged of according to rigorous 
ideas of justice, or according to positive laws, 
the things with which they are occupied, and 
which are affected by them, are precisely those 
which are regulated by natural feelings of 
honesty (or rather, propriety) and of sentiment. 


It is, then, unjust to allege, as an excuse for 


justice; that they obey rather their feelings - 
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continuing to refuse to women the enjoyment of 
all their natural rights, motives which have 
only « kind of reality because women lack the 

ence which comes from the exercise of 
these rights. 

If reasons such as these are to be admitted 

inst women, it will become necessary to 
deprive of the rights of citizenship that portion 
of the people who, devoted to constant labour, 
can neither acquire knowledge nor exercise 
their reason ; and thus, little by little, only 
those persons would be permitted to be citizens 
who had completed a course of legal study. If 
guch principles are admitted, we must, as a 
natural consequence, renounce the idea of a 
liberal constitution. The various aristocracies 
have only had such principles as these for 
foundation or excuse. The etymology of the 
word is a sufficient proof of this. 

Neither can the subjection of wives to their 
husbands be alleged against their claims, since 
it would be possible in the same statute to 
destroy this tyranny of the civil law. The 
existence of one injustice can never be accepted 
as a reason for committing another. 

There remain, then, only two objections to 
discuss. And, in truth, these can only oppose 
motives of expediency against the admission of 
women to the right of voting; which motives 
can never be upheld as a bar to the exercise of 
true justice. The contrary maxim has only too 
often served as the pretext and excuse of 
tyrants ; itis in the name of expediency that 
commerce and industry groan in chains; 
and that Africans remain afflicted with slavery ; 
it was in the name of public expediency that 
the Bastille was crowded; that the censorship 
of the press was instituted; that accused 
persons were not allowed to communicate with 
their advisers; that torture was resorted to. 
Nevertheless, we will discuss these objections, 
go as to leave nothing without reply. 

It is necessary, we are warned, to be on 
guard against the influence exercised by women 
over men. We reply at once that this, like any 
other influence, is much more to be feared when 
not exercised openly; and that, whatever 
influence may be peculiar to women, if exercised 
upon more than one individual at a time, will 
in so far become proportionately lessened. 
That since, up to this time, women have not 
been admitted in any country to absolute 
equality; since their empire has none the less 
existed everywhere ; and since the more women 
have been degraded by the laws, the more 
dangerous has thejr influence been; it does not 
appear that this remedy of subjection ought to 
inspire us with much confidence. Is it not 
probable, on the contrary, that their special 
empire would diminish if women had less 
interest in its preservation; if it ceased to be 
for them their sole means of defence, and of 
escape from persecution ? 

If politeness does not permit to men to main- 
tain their opinions against women in society, 
this politeness, it may be said, is near akin to 
pride; we yield a victory of no importance; 
defeat does not humiliate when it is regarded as 
voluntary. Is it seriously believed that it would 
be the same in a public discussion on an impor- 
tant topic? Does politeness forbid the bringing 
of an action at law against a woman ? 

But, it will be said, this change will be con- 
trary to general expediency, because it will take 
women away from those duties which nature 
has reserved for them. This objection scarcely 
appears to me well founded. Whatever form of 
constitution may be established, it is certain 
that in the present state of civilisation among 
European nations there will never be more 
than a limited number of citizens required to 
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occupy themselves with public affairs. Women 
will no more be torn from their homes than 


agricultural labourers from their ploughs, or 
artizans from their workshops. And, among 
the richer classes, we nowhere see women 
giving themselves up s0 persistently to domestic 
affairs that we should fear to distract their 
attention; and a really serious occupation or 
interest would take them less away than the 
frivolous pleasures to which idleness, a want of 
object in life, and an inferior education have 
condemned them. 

The principal source of this fear is the idea 
that every person admitted to exercise the 
rights of citizenship immediately aspires to 
govern others. This may be true to a certain 
extent, at a time when the constitution is being 
established, but the feeling can scarcely prove 
durable. And so it is scarcely necessary to 
believe that because women may become mem- 
bers of national assemblies, they would imme- 
diately abandon their children, their homes and 
their needles. They would only be the better 
fitted to educate their children and to rear 
men. It is natural that a woman should 
suckle her infant, that she should watch over 
its early childhood. Detained in her home by 
these cares, and less muscular than the man, it 
is also natural that she should lead a more 
retired, a more domestic life. The woman, 
therefore, as well as the man in a corresponding 
class of life, would be under the necessity of 
performing certain duties at certain times 
according to circumstances. This may be a 
motive for not giving her the preference in an 
election, but it cannot be a reason for legal 
exclusion. Gallantry would doubtless lose by 
the change, but domestic customs would be 
improved by equality in this as in other things. 

Up to this time, the manners of all nations 
have been more or less brutal and corrupt. I 
only know of one exception, and that is in favor 
of the Americans of the United States, who are 
spread, few in number, over a wide territory. Up 
to this time, among all nations, legal inequality 


has existed between men and women; and it 


would not be difficult to show that, in these two 
phenomena, the second is one of the causes of 
the first, because inequality necessarily intro- 
duces corruption, and is the most common 
cause of it, if even it be not the sole cause. 

I now demand that opponents should con- 
descend to refute these propositions by other 
methods than by pleasantries and declamations; 
above all, that they should show me any natural 
difference between men and women which may 
legitimately serve as foundation for the depriva- 
tion of a right. 

The equality of rights established between 
men, by our new constitution, has brought down 
upon us eloquent declamations and never-ending 
pleasantries ; but up till now, no one has been 
able to oppose to it one single reason, and this 
is certainly neither from lack of talent nor lack 
of zeal. I venture to believe that it will be the 
same with regard to equality of rights between 
the two sexes. It is sufficiently curious that, 
in a great number of countries, women have 
been judged incapable of all public functions, 
yet worthy of royalty ; that in France a woman 
has been able to be regent, and yet that, 


up to 1776, she could not be a milliner 
or dressmaker (‘‘marchande des modes ’’) 
in Paris, except under cover of her 


husband’s name* ; and that lastly, in our elective 
assemblies, they have accorded to their rights 
of property what they have refused to their 


* Before the suppression of “ jurandes” in 1776, women 
could neither carry on the business of a ‘“marchande des 
modes” (milliner and dressmaker) nor of any other profes- 
sion exercised by them, unless they were married, or unless 
some man lent or sold them his name for that purpose.— 
See preamble of the Edict of 1776, 
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natural right. Many of our noble deputies owed 
to ladies the honour of sitting among the repre- 
sentatives of the nation. 
depriving of this right women who were owners 
of landed estates, was it not extended to all 
those who possessed property or were heads of 
households? Why, if it be found absurd to 
exercise the right of citizenship by proxy, de- 
prive women of that right, rather than leave 
them the liberty of exercising it in person ? 


Why, instead of 


WOMEN’S LIBERAL 
FEDERATION. 


Tux proceedings in connection with the visit to 
Norwich of 
‘Women’s Liberal Associations were brought to 


the delegates from the federated 


aconclusion by a conference held in the Assembly 
Room of the Agricultural Hall. There was a 
attendance of ladies, amongst whom were 
the delegates from the Federation Executive and 
the twenty-four associations who sent repre- 
sentatives. Lady Battersea presided. 

Mrs. Sheldon Amos' moved the first resolu- 
tion, which was as follows :—" That this meeting 
condemns State tion and sanction of vice, 
whether by Contagious Diseases’ Acts or other- 
wise, alike big moral, constitutional, and 
sanitary grounds. It protests against the efforts 
which are being e to re-establish a system 
which is utterly antagonistic to the moral and 
religious convictions of the people of this 
country, which is degrading to men and unjust 
and oppressive to women, and which has failed 
even in its professed sanitary aims. After twenty 
years of continued and painful agitation the 
women of this country convinced Parliament of 
the abominable character of this system, and 
its repeal was passed through the House of Com- 
mons without a dissentient voice. This meeti 
recognises that the endeavour to re-establish i 
imposed on women the obligation of renewing 
that agitation, and pledges itself to an uncom: 
promising opposition to the re-imposition of the 
system in any form whatever.” In the course 
of a vigorous and thoughtful speech Mrs. Sheldon 
Amos said that it would be better to go to India 
openly as a conquering pagan nation than to 
send missionaries to promote Christianity on the 
one hand and at the same time to subject a 
a ge race to such degradation. 

rs. Bamford Slack, in seconding the motion, 
hoped that so great a blot as the enactment of 
this proposed measure would not be passed in 
the jubilee year of our Queen. 

rs. E. O. Fordham having supported the 
motion, it was put to the meeting and carried 
unanimously. 

Countess Alice Kearney moved the adoption 
of the resolution on the Women’s Suffrage Bill 
which had been passed at the public meeting 
held on Thursday afternoon, viz. :—‘‘ That this 
meeting rejoices that the Parliamentary Fran- 
chise (Extension to Women) Bill has passed the 
second reading by so large a majority, and urges 
all Liberal and Irish Nationalist members to 
do‘all in their power to secure the passing of 
the Bill throng the House of Commons this 
session.” The countess said that this Bill rests 
on a property qualification, but that while she 
jareett preferred the system of New Zealand, 
where everyone over 21 years of 
the franchise, she thought it would be a mistake 
to refuse this half loaf. The men had not 
refused the Reform Bill of 1882 because it did 
not go so far as others which have been passed 
since, but they were always ready to accept 
whatever was offered, and then as for more. 
It was a curious argument for Liberals to bring 
forward that women should not have the vote 
because they might swamp the voice of the 
men, since it was one of their principles that 
the majority should rule, unless it could be 
shown to be manifestly on the side of wrong. 
The very same men who said they feared that 
the possession of the vote would be accompanied 
by a loss of refinement, were the ones who 
asked for help in canvassing, and surely it is 
more likely that delicacy and refinement and 
womanliness would be lost in canvassing 
drunken and dirty men than by recording o 
vote once in four or five years in a clean, 
police-protected room. 
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Mrs. Mottram having briefly seconded the 
motion, it was carried unanimously. 

The next subject on the pea pepe was 
that of temperance. Mrs. Bamf Slack 
moved :—(a) “That in re-affirming its loyal 
adherence to Liberal principles and measures, 
conference . the Women’s enor Federa- 

m expresses its unwavering confidence in 
those truly democratic proposals which would 
give to ratepayers, tive of sex, the 
option of exercising local control over the liquor 
traffic by means of the direct veto.” (B) “That 
this conference regards with grave concern the 
evidence given before the Royal Commission on 
the Licensing Laws as to the widespread and 
unchecked evils of drinking clubs, and trusts 
that as a result of this evidence the Government 
will introduce a Bill without delay to check the 
tendency towards free trade in drink, and to 

te such clubs in the interests of public 

80) and morality, and thus to remove 
the um now often attaching to party 
itical clubs.” It was, she urged, not the 

+ veto, but mis-statements on the subject, 
which had caused defeat at the General Election. 
‘Now that all had been lost that could be lost by 
it, Liberal candidates should win all the support 
they could by boldly appealing to the great 
national conscience on the matter. [Earlier 
‘efforts having proved failures a new departure 
broadly hiased on the people’s will was justified, 
and this measure was in accordance with the 
principle of trust in the people, and was neces- 

‘y in order to put an end to the political ring 
which threatens to throttle and control the 
commonwealth itself. a may gibe and say 
men cannot be made sober by Parliament. Tem- 
perance reformers were not so fanatic as toe 
this, but they could, by Act of Parliament, give 
People an opportunity of becoming more sober. 
‘The evidence given by istrates’ clerks, police- 
constables, and others had shown that sooner or 
later most clubs degenerate into mere unlicensed 
drink shops, the small pias (nae charged being 
often returned in the form of a bonus. 

Mrs. Idris having seconded the motion, Lady 
Battersea referred to her own experience as one 
of the two ladies appointed by the Government 
to visit the female convict prison, where she 
had been begged by the women'themselves to 
use her influence to get the convicts to sign the 
pledge before leaving the gaol that some of 
their temptation might be taken away. The 
‘motion was then put and carried. 

Mrs. Homan, of the London School Board, 
moved a resolution with re to the Govern- 
ment Education Bill, to the effect that no 
grants of moneys should be made without some 

rovision for securing its application to the 
proved efficiency of the schools, and for the 
direct representation of the parents and those 
who provide the money on the boards of 


management. After a very clear explanation of 
the manner in which ts are at present dis- 
tributed by the Central Education Department, 


Mrs. Homan referred to the way in which 
impottant amendments were rejected by Mr. 
Balfour as trivial alterations, and to the natural 
result of the diminution in the amount of sub- 
scriptions which would be certain to follow the 
knowledge that sa school had received an 
additional grant of 5s. a head, and then pointed 
out the very unjust manner in which the grants 
would be distributed, most going to those 
districts which have refused to pay their roper 
share, while those which now have a shilling 
rate are to be ponies for having already done 
their duty to their children. The Act had come 
not from the parents, nor the teachers, nor the 
ratepayers, nor even from the “man in the 
street,” but from one section of the Church 

arty, and it was placed not in the hands of the 

ead of the Department (Sir John Gorst), but 
in the hands of men who had not the requisite 
technical knowledge on the subject. 

Mrs. Miall Smith having seconded the resolu- 
tion, and Miss Page having supported it, Mrs. 
Pillow raised an objection to the charge of in- 
efficiency which had been brought against the 
teachers in the poor country schools, but it was 
pointed out that in doing so she had pronounced 
a@ judgment on these schools which she had 
described as sadly understaffed and very ill- 
provided with the necessary appliances. The 
resolution was then agreed to. ;: 20842 
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On the motion of Miss Garland, of Plymouth, 
seconded by Miss Cassels, of Hornsey, the 
resolution on the subject of Crete, lately 
by the local executive, was adopted by the con- 
ference. It was as follows :—‘ That this meet- 
ing of the Norwich Women’s Liberal Association 
hereby expresses its mar sympathy with and 
admiration of the splendid services now being 
rendered by Greece to the great cause of liberty 
and freedom, and its earnest hope for the 
ultimate success of those services in regard to 
the liberation of Crete from Turkish authority, 
and at the same time desires to place on record 
its intense indignation at the part which 
England and England’s forces have been and 
are being made to play in the Cretan question 
through the pusillanimity and ineptitude of the 
present Government.” 

A vote of thanks to Lady Battersea concluded 
the proceedings. 


OUR SISTERS IN INDIA. 


An Inp1an Man’s ConrEssIon. 


An Address deliwered to the Inpian Socta, 
Rerorm Society at Sukkar, by Mr. Dazanam 
GIDUMAL, 

(Concluded from last week.) 
(From The Indian Social Reformer.) 
Let us now pass to the fifth act of woman’s 
tragedy—the act in which she is called upon to 
play the part of a daughter-in-law. Torturing 
her in her infancy—curtailing her playtime— 
curtailing her schooling—saddling her too early 
with the duties of a wife—you must needs also 
hand her over to the tender mercies of a mother- 
in-law. And what a life is it? Can you tell 
me how many waking hours you actually spend 
with your wife? Do you make upto her for all 
she suffers at the hands of an unsympathising 
mother-in-law ? Do you even spare as much 
time for her as for your cow or for your horse ? 

You have all sorts of resources—What has she ? 

You can improve yourselves in a thousand 

ways. You can learn what may profit your 

soul. But what can she learn? Here is Mrs. 

Annie Besant lecturing you about the doctrines 

of the Vedas. But though Mrs. Besant is 

welcome to read, mark and digest those 
scriptures—our women are supposed to be 
disqualified to even taste a little of their honey! 

Is not this a monstrous doctrine, my brethren ? 

Do not lay the flattering unction to your souls 

that you are doing your duty to your women to 

the best of your lights? No! you aren’t— 

None of us is, so long as our 


WOMEN HAVE NO EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 

for intellectual, moral and spiritual culture, and 
are consigned to a domestic tyranny which 
fritters away all their energy in patient suffering. 
It is in our power to take out the sting from 
this sort of life, it is in our power to prevent no 
little pain by exerting all our natural influence, 
by sweet reasonableness, by loving remonstrance, 
by prudent and considerate interference. But 
our hearts have grown hard and callous, and we 
seldom realise the sufferings, silently borne in 
our homes, or lift our little finger to alleviate 
them. Is not this our fifth sin ? 

The sixth act of this sinful tragic drama is 
early maternity. Ignoring the teachings of 
physiology, some of us used to perpetrate what 
the law now punishes as a crime. But there are 
still violations of physical and moral laws, which 
are not treated as crimes, but which neverthe- 
less bring their own punishment with them. 
We sin deeply against our women not only 
as wives but as mothers of our children. 
There is a beautiful description in the Rama- 
yana of the care Rama took of Sita, when she 
was in the condition which Englishmen call 
interesting, but which is not very interesting to 
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us. Do we take such care of our wives? Dg 
we even see that they have proper medi. 
cal help when their terrible travail, intengj- 
fied by early marriage, is upon them? Do 
you know how bungling and blundering often 
entail permanent injury, and, in no few cases, 
diseases hard to cure? I requested several 
gentlemen at Shikarpur to get us Dais who 
might. be properly trained in the Dufferin 
Hospital. But though promises have been 
given to me from time to time, not one 
of them has been fulfilled. So much for our 
tender-heartedness? Again, 


WOE UNTO THE WIFE WHO GIVES BIRTH TO a 
DAUGHTER. 


A gentleman told me the other day he wag 
going to get his son married again, because hig 
daughter-in-law brought forth only children of 
her own sex! And he actually believed that 
the poor woman was responsible for the result! 
It is thus we add insult to injury—brutality to 
injustice! What hope is there for us, so long 
as one half of our race is treated in this fashion ? 
An English poet sings of the time when there 
will be 


‘* Everywhere 


Two heads in council, two beside the hearth, 
Two in the tangled business of the world, 

Two in the liberal offices of life, 

Two plummets dropt for one to sound the abyss 
Of science, and the secrets of the mind.” 

But can we look forward to such a time in 
our own land, when we have not yet learnt the 
barest rudiments of justice to our own wives, 
our daughters, our sisters, our mothers, and are 
ignorant of even our own ignorance ? 

I come now to our seventh sin, the last act 
of the tragedy, and the saddest. I mean the 
sorrows of widowhood. Lay your hands on 
your hearts, and say if you have done your 
duty by the widows in your community. I 
know that in some castes widow re-marriage is 
allowed. But there are numerous others, in 
which it is not, and the condition of virgin- 
widows specially is deplorable. But I care not 
if you do not marry them, for marriage is not 
the sole end of a woman’s existence. But if 
you do not marry them, give them at least 
some training which may make them useful 
members of society. Let us not assume that 
woman ought only to be a wife. Even if you 
assume this, see that your widows become 
ministers of mercy, angels of grace. But alas! 
what have we done to them in the past? If 
we had but a little imagination, if we could 
transport ourselves to the bourne whence no 
traveller returns, if we could with our 
mind’s eye see our own daughters as they 
are after their term of earthly toil and 
trouble, they would tell us: ‘Oh, father; I 
came to you a divine embryonic soul, I was 
a trust in your hands. You should have 
let my little soul grow and expand its wings and 
see the Father of all light and life. But you 
imprisoned me in my bodily shell, and you did 
nothing to help it emerge thence into the sun- 
light of God’s beauty. There were no true 
pleasures for me, no pleasures of memory, none 
of imagination, none of hope, none of com- 
munion or divine vision. See my 


LITTLE UNFLEDGED, STUNTED, BLIND-FOLDED 
SOUL, 


It is no better than it was. You have violated 
your trust, for you opened not the windows of 
my soul, and I have yet to grope in darkness 
and ignorance—darkness and ignorance that 
bring their own curse and that spread a blight 
on your future. Be wise to-day, and be more 
merciful to your own flesh and blood.’ But 
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alas! we neither hear the still small voice in 
breasts, nor have faculties for seeing 
have made of woman in the past, 
are likely to make of her in the 


our own 
what we 
and what we 
future. 
Emerson has a golden saying. He tells you: 
“ Be and not seem.” Would we ceased to seem 
and lived a true life and washed away our 
manifold sins against woman. We hurry her 
from her infancy through physical tortures— 
through a joyless childhood, without opportuni- 
ties for playing or learning, into the bonds of 
matrimony—into the miseries of early 
widowhood. We sin against her as a baby—we 
sin against her playtime—we sin against her 
schooltime—we sin against her as a wife, as a 
daughter-in-law, as a mother, as a widow. 
And what is more, we are hardly conscious of 
ginning—so benumbed has become our sense of 
duty—our sense of fair play—and even our 
common sense as to what is good for us and for our 
country. I don’t want you to revolutionise your 
society, I don’t ask you to introduce Western 
fashions and Western modes of life. But Ido 
ask you to give up your apathy—to rouse your- 
self from your terrible lethargy, and do the 
parest justice to your women. Don’t shut them 
out of the light—don’t starve their intellects 
and their fine sympathies and imaginations and 
spiritual insight—give them a wider sphere of 
usefulness, and greater opportunities for self 
improvement, and above all for acquiring ‘‘ Self- 
knowledge, Self-reverence, Self-contro. ,” and 


that true wisdom, which makes life a divine 
harmony; and, believe me they will not only 
become your help-mates, if not your better 


halves, but the curse of our seven sins may, by 
divine grace, be removed, and God’s blessing be 
once more upon us. 


BE NOT WEARY IN WELL-DOING. 
To go on tilling a thankless soil, to continue 
to cast bread upon the waters and to find no 
return, has caused many a true heart to faint 
with inward bleeding. Yet this is full often 
the test of our fidelity. It is a noble thing to 
continue faithful action, like Noah, throughout 
a lifetime, amid ridicule, reproach, and unbelief ; 
but it is not every man who could endure to do 
so. Most of us need success to sustain our 
courage, and we serve our Master with more 
spirit when we see immediate results.—Spurgeon. 


‘| may be, it is 
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GROWING OLD. 
By Mrs, LIvERMORE. 


No stage of human life into which Nature 
conducts us by a regular and universal course 
can ever be regarded as an evil. Neither can it 
be destitute of advantages and enjoyments, if one 
lives in obedience to the laws of one’s being. 
Cicero tells us in his ‘De Senectute,” written 
nearly a hundred years before Christ, that 
*‘ only those who have no resources of happiness 
within themselves are uneasy in any stage of 
life, and that this is peculiarly the case with 
respect to old age.” 

It cannot be denied that it is commonly 


ss, ye a misfortune to grow old. Solomon 
ed old age “‘ the evil days, when we shall say 


we have no pleasure in them.” Dr. Johnson 
declared that “old age had brought him naught 
but decrepitude.” Carlyle’s stern and sad life 
deepened into a cheerless, starless evening, and 
went out in a night of gloom. But history 
abounds in illustrations of contented and charm- 
ing old age, and we have them with us, 
glorifying life, to-day. Cicero said: “I have 
well-nigh finished the race, and perceive in 
myself, with much satisfaction, a ripeness for 
death. I look on my departure, not as being 
driven from the world, but as leaving an inn.” 
Dr. Arnold says: ‘Old age is the holy place of 
life, the chapel of ease from wear, abour.” 
Another calls it ‘the Sabbath of a life-time— 
the rest that precedes the rest that remains.” 


Many, both illustrious and more everyday 
people, have been living illustrations of an old 
age which was a glorious consummation of true, 
useful, unselfish and long lives. 


‘‘ Whatsoever s man soweth, that shall he 
also reap ;" and the old age of any person will 
be the result of the life he has lived. The 
whole record of our lives is laid up within us. 
What we are at fifty, sixty, seventy and upward, 
is what we have been previous to that age. 
Whoever would have a Eeapy and lovely old 
age must prepare for it, as whatever the old age 
the certain result of a lifetime. 
There must be a physical preparation for it, for 

ood health is essential to successful and happy 
ving all the way through. Sick people form a 
part of the waste and burden of daily life, 
tightening the brakes on the progress of friends 
and kindred, and adding to the weight of the 
millstone about their necks. 

No virtue is more excellent in an aged person 
than cheerfulness, and old age without it is “a 
Lapland winter without a sun.” It isa trait of 
character requiring cultivation, for there is 
much in life that militates against it. Fretful- 
ness and despondency are very common faults 
of persons who have got beyond their youth. 


| * The world would be better and brighter,” says 
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Sir John Lubbock, “if people were taught the 


duty of being happy, as well as the happiness 


of doing our duty. To be happy ourselves is a 
om effectual contribution to the happiness of 
others. . 


To have constant occupation to the end of 


life is a great help to cheerfulness, as well as a 
great blessing. 
said Dr. Adam Clarke, “ to learn that the secret 
of happiness is never to allow one’s energies to 
stagnate.” And bodily and mental decay are 
both retarded, even in old age, by the constant, 
but not excessive exercise of our powers. 


“‘T have lived long enough,” 


Michael Angelo, at the age of 83, wrote ex- 


quisite sonnets, and made drawings, plans and 
models for use in architecture and sculpture. 
Handel, at 75, produced oratorios and anthems. 
Haydn composed “The Creation” at 65, and 
at 77 was moved to tears of joy by its har- 
monies when he heard it performed at a concert. 
Linneus was still a devoted botanist at 77, and 
exclaimed, ‘‘ I am happier in my work than the 
King of Prussia!” Humboldt kept young to 90 
in scientific studies and publishing the results 
of his investigations. Mary Somerville, Caroline 


Herschel and Maria Mitchell ceased not from 
their labours with the stars, though the dust 
years lengthened behind them, and they halted 
only when the gate of death swung outward 
for their passage to a larger life. 

But to work and live only for oneself will by 
no means promote one’s happiness. On the 
contrary, it is sometimes a fruitful source of 
intensest misery. The secret of many a joyless 
life, which has gone out in bitterness, insanity 
or suicide, may be found in the selfishness which 
dominated it from its beginning to its close. 
Only that work which is done wisely and lovingly 
for others is rewarded with perennial joy. For 
that is to live in love, which is to live in God. 
And to live in love is to live in everlasting 
youth. 

Whoever shall enter old age by this royal 
road will find the last of life to be the very best 
of life. The fever of life is over with the aged. 
They do not fear the world, for they have learned 
how rightly to estimate it. They do not lament 
the days that are gone, nor the pleasures that 
have departed, for they know a grander to- 
morrow awaits them than has ever dawned 
upon their vision. They have mastered the 
tasks assigned them in this first school of the 
soul, and are awaiting their promotion to wiser 
teachers and nobler studies. Like the poet 
Whittier, they ‘reason from blessings seen, to 
greater, out of sight,” and abide in the conviction. 
that death is but a circumstance in a life that is 
unbroken, and that the soul survives the change 
unharmed. And so, with calm sereneness, they 
await their inevitable turn to pass out into “ that 
ee chamber of the King, larger than this, and 

ovelier.” 


FOR WINTER NIGHTS. 
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SIGNALS FROM OUR 
WATCH TOWER. 


It is to be deplored that evil influences 
have carried the day in the American 
Senate, and that the Arbitration Treaty is 
brought to nought. It has been altered to 
& mere provision that whenever a question 
arises between the Governments of Eng- 
land and America, the question of whether 
there shall be arbitration may be laid before 
the Senate. This is what children call 
‘Thank you for nothing.” Of course, 
arbitration may be and always might be 
proposed in any given case. The object of 
the general Treaty negotiated between 
President Cleveland and Lord Salisbury, 
and thus brought to nought by the Senate, 
was precisely to settle now, in acalm hour, 
that the passions and misunderstandings of 
a possible future moment should be guarded 
against by a standing agreement to arbi- 
trate on any and all such topics. 

* * k 


That such sources of passionate and 
serious disagreement between this country 
and the United States are in the nature of 
the case not very frequently encountered, 
made it more easy to negotiate such a 


general treaty of arbitration by depriving it 
of any probability of frequent application. 
But none the less it was a precious conces- 
sion to the growing sense of the evil and 
unjustifiable wickedness of war that such a 
treaty should be made between the rulers 
of the two great English-speaking nations ; 
and it is deeply to be regretted that the 
forces in opposition should have proved too 
strong in the American Senate for the 
ratification to be effected. 
* * * 

Lady Frances Balfour, writing in the 
name of all the Woman Suffrage societies 
with the exception of that one which Mr. 
Radcliffe Cooke in the House of Commons 
described as consisting of ‘‘ Miss Cozens 
and her mother,” has addressed a letter to 
the Times pointing out that the Women’s 
Franchise Bill, introduced by Lord Temple- 
town, was not sanctioned by the societies, 
but was brought forward in direct defiance 
of their protest and plea made to Lord 
Templetown himself. It is obvious that no 
good purpose could possibly be served by 
introducing into the Upper House a 
measure for reforming the House of Com- 
mons, since it would be so unseemly and 
opposed to precedent for the Lords to pass 
any reform Bill not already scoeyeii by 
the Commons, that it would be practically 
impossible for them to do so, even were 
friends of Woman’s Suffrage in a large 
majority amongst them. That under such 
circumstances Lord Templetown only 
succeeded in getting the ‘‘ previous ques- 
tion’ carried is not a matter to cause any 
great discouragement, but, so far as it goes, 
it is disadvantageous, and nothing else. 

* « « 


This protest in the name of the large 
Woman Suffrage societies has drawn forth 
a pert rejoinder from Miss Cozens, who, 
however, finds no excuse for the blunder in 
tactics to which she has succeeded in 
instigating Lord Templetown than the 
statement that the noble lord introduced 
his Bill into the Upper House before the 
debate in the House of Commons. This is 
no excuse. A blunder is not the less a 
blunder because committed six weeks ago, 
instead of two. The only question is 
whether it is or is not a blunder to intro- 
duce a measure into the Upper House that 
it cannot possibly constitutionally carry, 
even if willing, and so to expose that 
measure to an apparent defeat that is per- 
fectly inevitable. Miss Cozens and the 
few people who work with her in what she 
pretentiously and misleadingly calls her 
‘‘ Parliamentary Committee for Woman’s 
Suffrage,’ are authoritatively informed that 
this course of action 1s a mischievous one, 
in the unanimous judgment of those who 
are the oldest and best informed Women 
Suffrage workers. That this produces no 
impression on her mind or that of her few 
allies is perhaps unfortunate, but not in- 
explicable. 

s & 

Miss Cozens cannot, however, be ex- 
cused for the combined impudence and 
treachery of ending her letter to the Times 
in the following derogatory manner :— 

“It is well that these senseless jealousies 
and bickerings between rival societies should 
(sic) cease. They retard the movement, and in 
some degree justify the criticism that women 
are not sufficiently enlightened to exercise the 
franchise.” 

* * * 

It is certainly deplorable that such events 

should occur, but they have no bearing at 


all on the suitability of women to exercigg 
the franchise. Miss Cozens may honestly 
suppose that what seems to the Women 
Buftrage leaders a great mistake is a wise 
roceeding ; but whatever motive actuateg 
hae her doings reflect credit or discredit 
only on herself, and not at all on other 
women, as pointed out here last week. 
* * +« 


In view of the determined effort being 
made in military circles to revive Con. 
tagious Diseases Acts for India, a ladies’ 
protest is being circulated for signature 
expressing ‘‘ undying opposition to such 
legislation.” It is signed by the wives of 
several English bishops, namely, Mrs, 
Maclagan, Mrs. Creighton, Lady Laura 
Ridding, the Hon. Mrs. Talbot, Mrs, 
Moorhouse, Mrs. Perowne, and also by 
Mrs. Wilberforce, the Countess of Car. 
lisle, Lady Frederick Cavendish, Lady 
Phear, Lady Foster, Mrs. Sheldon Amos, 
Lady Scott Moncrieff, Miss Florence Bal- 
garnie, &c. 

* * * 

Two at least of the ladies who have 
signed this declaration have on a previous 
occasion declared themselves as opposed to 
the enfranchisement of their sex. They 
must surely now be compelled to perceive 
that this denial of the need for women to 
exercise the one and only effective meang 
of making their influence practically felt 
was a grave mistake. It is logical, from 
one point of view, for a woman to declare 
that she thinks her sex has no right to 
interfere with Government—that it is men’s 
affair and should be left exclusively to 
them—and that therefore she thinks women 
should not vote. But for a woman to 
claim the right to form and express opinions 
on such topics, and yet to express herself 
@s unwilling to take up the one instrument 
that can give force to her hand—the vote, 
by which alone she can practically influence 
legislation, is most inconsistent and unwise. 
Earnest and sensible women can hardly 
fail to perceive the inconsistency of this 
position; and when their conscience and 
their sense of duty are truly aroused on 
some public question, they can hardly fail 
to feel the need of, and therefore to desire, 
the vote. 

*, & © 

One more of the noble, unselfish and 
devoted early workers for women has 
passed over, in the person of Miss Emily 
Shireff, who has died at the age of 82. 
From the first, Miss Shireff and her attached 
sister and friend, Mrs. William Grey, 
took part in those movements which have 
contributed at once to widen the outlook 
of women and to better their equipment for 
serious work. She was for many years & 
member of the Council of Girton College, 
of the Girls’ Public Day School Company, 
of the Teachers’ Training and Registration 
Society, and president of the Froebel 
Society. Keenly interested in all, she 
threw herself most warmly into the work 
of the two last-named. She took a large 
share in establishing the professional train- 
ing of teachers, especially in founding and 
developing the Maria Grey Training Col- 
lege, and also in the work of the Froebel 
Society; and her services to these two 
causes were invaluable. Among her 
writings are a ‘“ Life of Froebel,” “ Kin- 
dergarten Essays,” and ‘The Kinder- 
garten,” in all of which the philosophical 
insight with which she faced educational 
problems is noteworthy. Miss Shireff and 


Mrs. Grey were the daughters of Rearl 
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_ 
Admiral Shireff. Mrs. Grey, though she 
been for some years in delicate health, 
has the grief to survive her sister. 
* * * 


The Prince of Wales’s Hospital Fund is 
being largely supported, but not without a 
dissenting voice, for a meeting is announced 
to be held at St. James’s Hall to tee 

‘nst the hospitals being placed beyond 
the reach of public opinion, by this large 
fund freeing them from the necessity to 
appeal for subscriptions, without a simul- 
taneous arrangement for some public con- 

of their internal management. Un- 
pounded trust is reposed by a confiding and 
‘morant public in the medical profession. 
tthe trialof Doctors justover in Paris and the 
recent revalations of the Chelsea Hospital for 
Women operations and their fatality, how- 
ever, show that the medical profession is 
no more than any other irze from pos- 
sibility of needing reform and alteration, 
and the salutary and judicious pressure of 
public opinion for that end. 
* 


Perhaps we hardly realise how large the 
difference in our social state is because of the 

een’s long existence from the state which 
we should have had if she had been taken 
away, or had chosen to abdicate, a quarter 
of a century ago. The Prince of Wales is 
in favour of vivisection. It would be no 
objection to him that the endowment of 
the hospitals by his Fund would place 
them beyond the reach of public criticism, 


and therefore set them free to be officered 


exclusively by vivisectors, with the ex- 
tremely probable consequence that the 
spirit which justifies cruel experiments 
upon animals by the possibility that those 
experiments may produce a great balance 
of good for all time to come, would be 
carried into their wards and used in the 
experimental treatment of destitute patients. 
The justification for stating that the Prince 
of Wales is in favour of vivisection 
is the fact that he called and spoke 
at a meeting at the Mansion House 
for the purpose of founding a Pasteur 
Institute in London. It was at this meet- 
ing that Sir James Paget made his wild 
statement that Pasteur had saved 10,000 

rsons from dying of hydrophobia within 

ve years, the fact being that the death- 
rate from this cause, both in England and 
France, had risen instead of fallen during 
those identical years, and that it amounted 
to an average of only between 25 and 30 
persons per annum in each country for 
those and previous years. The Queen, on 
the other hand, spontaneously addressed a 
well-known letter to the Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, express- 
ing her fear that great cruelty was caused 
to animals by scientific experiments, and 
her hope that their sufferings would be 
minimised as far as possible. 
* ae * 

A very satisfactory report was rendered 
at the annual meeting of the Society for 
Promoting the Return of Women as Poor- 
Law Guardians, held last week at Lord 
Brassey's house in Park-lane. Notwith- 
standing the loss of several women guardians 
by death and retirement, a slight increase 
in the number of women serving on Poor- 
Law Boards was reported. At the same 
time it was pointed out that the total—900 
—Wwas a very small proportion of the 22,000 
guardians elected throughout the country. 
Of the 900, 91 were on metropolitan boards. 
Four counties—Cambridge, Hants, Rutland 
and Radnor—were still without women 
guardians, but it was hoped that when 


actuarial advice of Mr. A. W. Watson, of 
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vacancies occurred eligible candidates would 


be found. In London, Chelsea, St. Giles’s, 
St. George’s, Bloomsbury, St. Olave’s, 
Westminster and Whitechapel were also 
without women on their boards; nor was 
it lost sight of that there wereyet some 300 
boards throughout the kingdom on which 
there were no women. LEarly steps for 
promoting the election of eligible women in 
the spring election of 1898 were urged upon 
those present. 
x * 

Reference was made, in the recent articles 
from the pen of Miss Edith Barnett in this 
paper, entitled ‘The Future of Women 
Who Work,” to a friendly society for 
women of the educated class, called ‘‘ The 
Work and Leisure Court of the United 
Sisters’ Friendly Society.” An ‘‘At Home”’ 
of this Court was recently held, at which 
the interesting observation was made by 
Mr. Edward Braybrooke, the Chief Re- 
gistrar of Friendly Societies, that experience 
was disproving the fear which used to be 
entertained that women in friendly societies 
would “ malinger,” or pretend to be ill, in 
undue numbers, so as to obtain their sick- 
pay without being properly entitled to it. 
Mr. Braybrooke asserted (what indeed 
most of us who know women as workers 
would beforehand have believed) that on 
the contrary, women’s friendly societies 
find a tendency among our sex to work 
beyond their strength and not give in before 
it was imperative. 

* * * 

I am asked to mention for the informa- 
tion of such of our readers as are teachers, 
an effort which the Teachers’ Guildis making 
with the object of assisting them to pro- 
vide for themselves in case of sickness and 
accident, by the establishment, under the 


a Teachers’ Guild Friendly Society. The 
general secretary of the Guild, 74, Gower- 
street, will be glad to furnish any teacher 
who may apply to him with further in- 
formation on this matter. 

* * * 

The Marquis of Bute has placed £1,000 
in the hands of the Cardiff Town Council, 
the yearly income of which is to be given 
to some girl or girls of the poorer classes in 
Cardiff, whose marriage might be impeded 
for the want of such a sum. The gift is to 
commemorate his lordship’s silver wedding. 
Before receiving the dowry, the bride and 
bridegroom have to be reminded of the 
origin of the foundation, and to have read 
to them the first eleven verses of the second 
chapter of St. John. On what principle 
the unfortunate Town Councillors are to 
proceed in choosing from amongst the 
probably numerous candidates is apparently 
not laid down ; but apart from that initial 
difficulty, it is doubtful policy to encourage 
improvident marriages by means of bribes 
or doles. 

x *  * 

With regard to the danger of ladies 
travelling alone in railway carriages, a lady 
signing herself ‘A Season Ticketholder ” 
writes :— 

“Tt seems to me that the safest way for 
travellers to avoid dangers of all kinds would 
be to have all compartments open two feet from 
the roof of the carriages, as is the case on the 
Underground. This insures safety, as the least 
ery for help would be heard, prevents the 
annoyance of the guard’s entrance as in corridor 
carriages, and yet insures privacy for conversa- 
tion. This plan would enable all classes to 
feel secure, and be a very easy way for the 
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companies to alter their carriages if they find 


it needful. As a constant traveller by under- 
ground and on main lines, I find absolutely no 
reason to complain of draughts or publicity 
from the arrangements of this kind practised 


on the Metropolitan Railway.” 
* * * 


I cannot agree with the last observation. 
I find it very uncomfortable in the under- 
ground carriages to carry on a conversa- 
tion that I know is audible in the next 
carriage without being able to see who may 
be seated there; but if the top space of 
the partition were filled with glass to the 
depth of eighteen inches of the i on 
it would answer the purpose equally well, 
and this would obviate all possible objec- 
tion. This is not much to ask of the rail- 
way companies, and, surely, in building 
their future carriages, at any rate, they 
might comply with so reasonable a request 
as this one. By this simple means the 
travallers in adjoining carriages could see 
what was happening, and could easily be 
called upon in case of need. 

x * * 

Gardening does not seem so suitable an 
occupation for women as was at first sup- 
posed, if we are to judge by the fact that 
of 82 women who have joined the Horti- 
cultural College at Swanley in the last five 
years only 17 have completed the full two 
years’ course. And, indeed, not only is 
digging obviously hard work for women, 
but the stooping needed in the lighter 
operations of weeding, seed-sowing and 
transplanting, would be apt to cause 
suffering to many women. On the other 
hand, the Horticultural College authorities 
state that ‘every properly qualified student 
on leaving the college has been able to get 
so employment, and testimonials have 

een received from their employers as to 
their efficiency for the work they have 
undertaken.” 

x * 

Our interesting little contemporary, The 
Table, points out a serious omission in the 
programme of the Earl’s Court ‘ Victorian 
Era’ Exhibition. No attempt is to be 
made to show the great progress of British 
cookery during the period, Our contem- 
porary truly observes that in this direction 
as well as in so many others we are far 
more fortunate than our grandparents. 
“ Perhaps a model kitchen of the average 
householder of 1837, and a set dinner-table 
of the same period, would give as fair an 
idea as possible of the strides we have 
taken in gastronomic art, but of course, 
besides having made endless improvements 
in kitchen utensils, stoves, and downstairs 
arrangements generally, as _well as having 
acquired a fuller knowledge of cookery 
itself, these six decades have also seen 
some wonderful changes in food itself. 
We get a greater variety of everything 
than our grandparents could command, 
and as regards preserved goods and food 
preparations generally, the change that has 
been wrought is so wonderful that one 
cannot think the exhibition, comprehensive 
and interesting as it will be, will be 
thoroughly complete without exhibits of a 
culinary character.” 

x * * 

A happy thought in connection with 
the exhibition is to have a display of por- 
traits of the mothers of eminent personages. 
Certainly, the bringing up of a wise, good 
man or woman, is a performance that 
deserves honour and more recognition than 
it has yet received 
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NEW AFFILIATION. 


Fenton (Staffs) B.W.T.A. has affiliated with 
the Society. 


ANNUAL MEETING, PRELIMINARY 
NOTICE. 


The annual meeting of the Central Council, 
and the general meeting of the Society, will be 
held in the Council Chamber, Westminster 
Town Hall, on Tuesday, April 27th, at 3 and 4 
o’clock. Notices of alterations of the rules and 
nominations for the Executive Committee, must 
. be sent in on or before Tuesday, April 138th. 
Full particulars will be given later. 

PUBLIC MEETINGS. 

Feeling that the work at the present time is 
so important, the Committee earnestly hope 
that wherever it is possible, meetings, large and 
small, will be held all over the country between 
this and June 23rd. Whenever wanted, in its 
area, the Society will gladly send a speaker. 
Applications to be made through the Secretary, 
89 Victoria-street. 


WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE IN THE HOUSE 
OF LORDS. 

It may be well to set at rest the fears of 
some who erroneously suppose that the failure 
of Lord Templetown to secure a division on his 
Women’s Suffrage Bill in the House of Lords 
means that the question is shelved for the 
present session. Mr. Faithfull Begg’s Bill, 
which had such a_ splendid success on 
February 8rd, has no connection with Lord 
Templetown’s. This was an independent 
measure promoted by the so-called ‘“ Parlia- 
mentary Committee for Women’s Suffrage,” 
notwithstanding the earnest protest of the 
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Combined Sub-Committee of the Suffrage 
Societies, and its fate, which was foreseen 
and indeed inevitable, in no way affects the 
prospects of the Bill, which has had so favour- 
Begg’s able manage- 
ment. Mr. Begg’s Bill is down for Committee 
in the House of Commons on June 28rd, and 
action to promote the interest of members in 
its then progress is earnestly desired. With a 
view to assisting those in the constituencies 
in their work in this direction, the following 
iven of those Members of Parliament, 
ough in favour of Women’s Suffrage, 
did not vote at the last Division. Itis earnestly 
hoped that each Suffragist will do everything 
ssible to get every friend to be in his place on 
oa ist no doubt contains the 
names of many who paired in favour of the Bill. 
The question not being a party one, the “‘ pairs ” 
be official ; it has therefore been 


able a start under Mr. 


list is 
who, 


une 28rd. This 


did not require to 
impossible for the office to get a proper List. 
MEMBERS IN Favour WHO DID NoT VOTE ON 
FEBRUARY 3RD— 


ut Acland, Rt. Hon. A. H. D., York, W.R. 


Rotherham. Voted in favour, 1892 
ut Allen, W., Newcastle-under-Lyme. A friend. 


c Ashmead-Bartlett, Sir E., Sheffield, Ecclesall. 


Voted for 1883, 1884, 1886 


c Banes, Major G. E., West Ham, South. Voted 


in favour, 1892 
t Bayley, Thomas, Derbyshire, 
Favourable letter, 1892 


in favour, 189 


5 
v Bolitho, T. B., Cornwall, St. Ives. Voted in 


favour, 1892 


c Boscawen, A. 8. T. G., Kent, Tonbridge. Has 


spoken publicly in favour 


c Bullard, Sir H., Norwich. Favourable letter, 


1896 


u Burns, John, Battersea. Wrote in favour, 


election, 1895 


ut Carmichael, Sir T. D. Gibson, Bart., Edinburgh, 
Declared in favour, election, 


Midlothian. 
1895 
c Cayzer, C. W., Barrow-in-Furness. A Friend 


letter, 1895 
Friend, balloted in 1896 
in favour, 1895 


Wrote in favour, election, 1895 

c Cotton-Jodrell, Col. E. T., Cheshire, Wirral. 
Voted for, 1892; Backed Bill in 1896 

N dria T., Sligo, South. Declared in favour, 


c Curzon, Viscount, Bucks, Wycombe. Promised 


by letter, election, 1895 

c Dalkeith, Lord, Roxburgh. Declared in favour, 
election, 1895 

c Douglas-Pennant, Hon. E.8., Northants, South. 
Balloted for Bill, 1896 

c mets W. T., Sunderland. Wrote in favour, 
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L Ellis, John E., Nottingham, Rushcliffe. 

for, 1886 

ut Evershed, Sydney, Staffs., Burton. 
Memorial, 1887-89 

uv Farquhar, Sir H., Bt., Marylebone, W. Pro- 
mised by letter, election 1885 

n Flavin, M. J., Kerry, North. Wrote in favour, 
1897 : 

n Flynn, J. C., Cork, North. Voted for, 1896; 
Signed Memorial, 1888-89 

c Forwood, Rt. Hon. Sir A. B., Bt., Lancashire, 
Ormskirk. Voted for, 1892 

c Godson, Augustus F., Kidderminster. Voted 
for, 1892 

L Grey, Sir E., Bart., Northumberland, Berwick. 

Known friend, but absent from England, on 

Feb. 8rd. 

c Greene, Raymond, Cambs., Chesterton. De- 
clared in favour, 1895 

c Halsey, Th., F., Herts, Watford. Voted for, 
1884, 1886, and 1892 

c Haslett, Sir J., Belfast, North. 

favour, 1886 

c atch, E. F. G., Lancashir , Gorton. Declared 

in favour, 1895 

n Healey, Maurice, Cork. Voted in 1886 

Heath, James, Staffordshire. N.W. Wrote 

favourably, 1895 
N eer Timothy ., Louth, North. Voted for, 


Signed 


Wrote in 


c ar J. Henniker, Canterbury. Voted for, 
8 


c Hill, Sir E. §., K.C.B., Bristol, South. Voted 
for, 1892 


Chesterfield. 
c Bigwood, Jas., Middlesex, Brentford. Declared 


c Colomb, Sir J., Great Yarmouth. Favourable 
c Colston, C. E., Gloucester, Thornbury. A 
tu Compton, Earl, York, N.R., Barnsley. Declared 
u Compton, Lord A. F., Beds., Biggleswade. 


Voted 


Aprit 1, 1897, 


tu Horniman, F. J., Penryn and Falmouth. 
clared in éavour, 1998. omsh De 


c — James, Lanarks. South. Voted for, 


c Hunt, Sir F. Seager, Bt., Maidstone. 
eee a 
c Hutc m, Capt. W. Grice, Aston 
Paired in favour, 1892 Laat 
c Isaacson, Fred. Wootton, Tower Hamlet 
Stepney. Voted for, 1892 
uv Jenkins, Sit J. J., Carmarthen District. Hag 
spoken publicly in favour 
L Johnson-Ferguson, J. E., Leicester, Loughboro’ 
5 Known sympathiser 
wn Jordan, Jeremiah, Fermanagh, South. W. 
ae al 1895 ~ act a 
c Kenyon-Slaney, Col. W., Shrops., New 
oe by letter, 1885, and at Sleticn 


c Kimber, Henry, Wandsworth. Voted 1886 and 
1892, promised at election 1895 
c ae . Seymour, Hull, Central, Voted for, 


c Lafone, Alfred, Southwark, Bermondsey, 
Voted for, 1892 

c Lawrence, W. F., Liverpool, Abercromby. 
Promised by letter, 1885 

vu Lea, Sir Thomas, Bt., Londonderry, South. 
Voted for, 1870, 1871, 1872, 1884 

u Leese, Sir J. L., Lancs., Accrington. Declared 
in favour, election 1895 

L Leaty, T. R., Leeds, East. Declared in favour, 
bye election 1895 

L Lewis, J. H., Flint Boroughs. Has frequently 
spoken in favour : 

Cc a E. H., Somerset, North. Voted fur, 


u Lloyd, George David, Carnarvon. Spoken 
publicly in favour, 1895 

ut Lough, Thomas, Islington. A friend 

n McCarthy, Justin, Longford, North. Voted 


for, 1884, 1886, and 1892. Backed Bil', 1896 


yn M‘Ghee, Richard, Louth, South. Wrote in 
favour, 1896 
t Maden, J. H., Lancs., Rossendale. Voted for, 


1892 

c Manners, Lord E. W., Leicestershire, Melton. 
Declared in favour, 1895 

u Mildmay, Francis B., Devon, Totnes. Voted 
for, 1892 

c Monckton, E. P., Northants, North. Has spoken 
publicly in favour 

c Morgan, Col. Hon. F. C., Monmouthshire, South, 
Voted for, 1894 

ut Morgan, W. Pritchard, Merthyr Tydvil. Voted 
for, 1892; in election address, 1895 

Cc as G. H., Oxon, Woodstock. Voted for, 


v Morrison, W., Yorks, Skipton. Voted with J. 
8. Mill; has been out of Parliament 

c Muntz, P. A., Warwickshire, Tamworth. Voted 
for, 1892 

c Murdoch, C. T., Reading. Declared in favour, 
election, 1895 

c Murray, Rt. Hon. A.G., Buteshire. Supposed 
favourable 

u Norton, Capt. C. W., Newington, West. Known 
supporter 

n O'Connor, T. P, Liverpool, Scotland. Voted 
for, 1884 and 1886 

c Oswald, James F., Oldham. Declared in favour, 
election, 1895 

tL Owen, Thomas, Cornwall, Launceston. 
clared in favour, election, 1895 

c Palmer, Col. Dampier, Gravesend. Promised 
at election, 1892 

Lt Pearson, Sir W. D., Bt., Colchester. 
in favour, election, 1895 

c Pender, James, Northants, Mid. Declared in 
favour by letter, 1895 

u Pickersgill, E. H., Bethnal Green, 8.W. Pro- 
mised by letter, election, 1885 

c Platt-Higgins, Fred., Salford, North. Declared 
in favour, election, 1895 

c Pryce-Jones, Edward, Montgomery Boroughs. 
Declared in favour, 1895 

U ac R., Peterborough. Wrote favourably, 
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c Pym, Guy, Bedford. Promised at election, 1892 
and 1895 

Lt Randall, D., Glamorgan, Gower. Voted for, 
1892 

c Rankin, J., Herefordshire, Leominster, Voted 
for, 1884 and 1892; backed Bill, 1896 

c Rasch, Major H., Essex, 8.E. Voted for, 1892 

n Redmond, John, Waterford. Voted for, 1886 


De- 


Declared 


nx Redmond, W. H K., Clare, East. Voted for, 
1886 

c Richards, H. C., Finsbury, East. Balloted for 
Bill, 1896 


v Richardson, T., Hartlepool. Voted for, 1875 
c Royds, C. M., Rochdale. Declared in favour, 
1895 
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¢ Savory, Sir J., Bt. Westmoreland, Appleby. 
Promised by letter, 1892 
c¢ Seton-Karr, Henry, St. Helens. Voted for, 
d 1892 
L ce O. E., Stafford. Favourable letter, 1892 
x Shee, James J., Waterford, West. Wrote in 


vour, 1 
Cc gigeboutomn, T. H., Stalybridge. Has spoken 
publicl. in favour. Signed Memorial, 1889 
1, Stuart, James, Shoreditch, Hoxton. Letter, 
1886. Voted for, 1892 . 
Sullivan, T. D., Donegal, West. Backed Bill, 


1 
, Alexander, Linlithgow 
; Peeriin, Viscount, Oxford. Declared in favour, 


1895 

¢ Villiers, Rt. Hon. C. P., Wolverhampton, South. 
Voted for, 1876, and ever since. Wrote he 
would have voted on Februury 8rd, but was 


ill 

o Warr, Augustus F., Liverpool, E. Toxteth. 
Wrote in favour, 1896 

co Webster, R. G., St Pancras East. Favourable 


co Webster, Sir R. E., Isle of Wight. Promised | PO 


by letter, election 1886 j 

c Wentworth, B. C. V., Brighton. Declared in 
favour, 1895 

t Wills, Sir W. H., Bt., Bristol, East. Declared 
in favour, bye election 1894 

i Wilson, H. J., York, W. R., Holmfirth. Voted 
for, 1886 

Lt Wilson, J. H., Middlesbrough. Has declared in 
favour, 1896 ; 

c Wylie, Alexander, Dumbartonshire. Declared 
in favour, election 1895 

i Yoxhall, J. H., Nottingham, West. Declared 
in favour, elections 1892 and 1895. 


MEETINGS. 

Mrs. Charles Mallet lectured ‘at Lambeth 
Baths, on March 5th, when the following resolu- 
tion was passed, and sent to Sir M. White 
Ridley, Mr. H. M. Stanley, M.P. for North 
: “That this meeting approves of the 
vote passed by the House of Commons on the 
second reading of the Parliamentary Enfranchise- 
ment of Women Bill, and declares its approval 
of the principle, that the vote should be given 
to women on the same terms as those on which 
itis, or may be given to men.” 


On Thursday, March 11th, a largely-attended 
meeting in support of Women’s Suffrage was held 
at the Blackheath Concert (small) Hall. The 
Rev. Brooke Lambert, Vicar of Greenwich, 
presided, and was supported by Mrs. Haweis 
and Miss Florence Balgarnie. 

The Chairman said he had taken a great 
interest in Women’s Suffrage for many years. 
He considered it would be only an act of justice 
that the franchise should be extended to women. 

Mrs. Haweis moved a resolution pledging 
support to Mr. Faithfull Begg’s Bill. The 
mover said: Women’s Suffrage, was a great 

uestion of justice, and women asked that they 
should have an equal voice in the selection of 
the law-makers of the country, and an equal 
recognition by the Government. Some said 
that if women had the vote they would not use 
it. The question was whether the measure was 
a just one. Women’s Suffrage was in the air, 

“and she urged the clergy to take up the question 
more than they did and educate the people from 
the pulpit. She hoped that in June the two 
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similar to Breast Milk. 
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Houses of Parliament would come to see that 
the cause was a truly holy and Christian one, 
and that they would remove all obstacles and 
give women what was their right. (Applause). 
Miss Florence Balgarnie, tn sscotiarig the 
resolution, said the question of Women’s 
Suffrage had come to an important point. Mr. 
Faithfull Begg’s Bill in the House of Commons 
was discussed on an exceedingly favourable day 
and the second reading was carried by the 
magnificent majority of 71. She had been 
asked whether the measure was a just one, and 
whether women were likely to become dangerous 
to the State. From what she knew of women 
she believed that when the Franchise was 
granted a large section would use and 
increasingly appreciate it. She considered it 
@ great injustice that women should not be 
allowed to have a voice in the government of 
the country and they now asked Parliament to 
extend the same power to women as the men 
ssessed. (Hear, hear.) 
The resolution was put and carried, three 
hands being held up against it. 


DRAWING-ROOM MEETING. 


Held by invitation of Mrs. RoBERTS-AUSTEN | f 


at the Royal Mint. 

A large gathering assembled at Mrs. Roberts- 
Austen’s, Royal Mint, on Thureday, 25th 
March. Lady Grove presided. Mrs. Stopes 
moved :—‘‘ That we record our full sympathy 
with the movement in favour of Women’s 
Suffrage, and pledge ourselves to do all in our 
power to further the passing of Mr. Faithfull 
Begg’s Bill now before Parliament.” Lad 
Harberton and Mrs. Bamford Slack followed, 
all the speakers taking ap different points in 
the Resolution. A specially interesting feature 
was a speech by Mrs. Reeves, wife of the 
Agent-General of New Zealand. She gave a 
splendid account of the benefits the franchise 
had conferred in the colony. Mrs. Brownlow 
spoke on the position of industrial women under 
the present laws. 

The resolution was then put to the meeting 
and carried wnanimously. 

Mrs. Russell Cooke moved a vote of thanks 
to Lady Grove for presiding, and to Mrs. 
Roberts Austen for so kindly lending her 
charming rooms. Marigz Louise BaxtTsEr, 


Secretary. 


THE MOSAIC OF LIFE. 


‘6 MastEr, to do great work for Thee, my hand 
Is far too weak! Thou givest what may suit, 
Some little chips to cut with care minute. 
Let each stone by thy Master hand of grace, 
Form the Mosaic as Thou wilt for me, 

And in thy Temple give it place.” 


A PLEA FOR PITY. 
“For pity makes the world 
Soft to the weak, and noble for the strong. 
Unto the dumb lips of his flock he lent 
Sad pleading words, showing how man, who 
prays 
For mercy to the gods, is merciless, 
Being as god to those ; albeit all life 
Is linked and kin.’—Tuxr Lieut or Asia. 


FREE CIRCULATION FUND 


For placing the Woman's Sianat in public 
libraries, reading rooms, and sending to 
Editors of newspapers and other influential 


at the Editor's disposal will 


to the p named. A separate list and 
accounts will be kept for this money, and duly 
audited in six months’ time. 
Tuirp List. 
£ 8s. d. 
Mrs. and Miss Churchman, Horsham 1 5 0O 
Mrs. Hindley, Highgate es . 10 0 
Miss Howe, Dudley ... Pee - 100 
Mrs. Emily Wells, Denmark Hill ... 010 O 
Mrs. M. C. Butt, Chester 0 56 O 
Mrs. Cox, Dunoon 5 - 0 6 O 
Miss A. Harper, Bowden _... .- 0 56 O 
Amounts previously acknowledged ... 59 2 6 
£63 12 6 


Further subscriptions are respectfully asked 


or. 

This fund now amounts (after deducting 
subscriptions given for and applied to specific 
purposes) to a sufficient sum to send a free 
copy weekly for three months, as post, to 

e 


500 addresses. The offer of a e@ copy, 
supplied by our readers’ generosity, to 
be laid on the Reading-room table, has 


been courteously accepted by the following 
Librarians of Free and Public Libraries :— 
Aberystwith, Ashton-under-Lyne, Arbroath, 
Aberdeen, Airdrie, Brentford, Bethnal Green, 
Barrow-in-Furness, Blackpool, Barnsley, Brom- 
ley (Kent), Bournemouth, Bolton, Bootle, 
Battersea, Birmingham, Chelsea, Carlisle, Chis- 
wick, Chester, GulaNesier, Carnarvon, Canter- 
bury, Dunfermline, Darlington, Dudley, Dundee 
(2), Derby, Darlaston, Darwen, Doncaster, 
Edinburgh, Exeter, Fulham, Guildhall, Halifax, 
Hartlepool, Kensington, Kensal Green, Maryle- 
bone, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Nottingham, National 
Liberal Club, North Shields, Paddington, Queen- 
borough, Reading, Southwark, Smethwick, Sun- 
derland, Spalding, St. Pancras, Shoreditch (2), 
Thurso, Tavistock, Wednesbury, Worcester, 
Worthing, Whitby, Winchester, Wigan, Wolver- 
hampton, Westminster, West Ham, York. 

A copy will also be sent for some weeks to 
each of the Members of Parliament who have 
(as recorded in Mrs. Baxter's report) given some 
expression of willingness to vote for Women’s 
Suffrage, but failed to be in their places on 
February 8rd. It is hoped that this 
will revive in their minds what was no doubt 
brought before them in their constituencies 
—the fact that many of their workers and 
supporters are women deeply and ardently 
interested in their own enfranchisement, and 
very earnestly desirous of being enabled at 
future elections to help the causes they hold 
politically right by their vote as well as by their 
canvassing and committee-room work. 

Many leading newspapers are also being 
supplied with a copy, marked with a request 
for quotation. In order to maintain this, it is 


and INVALIDS. 


Samples post free from 
Mellin’s Food Works, Peckham, 8.E. 
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much desired that the Fund should reach £100 
speedily, and further contributions will be 
ly received. 

The sae Sek Bin arsed erat Degas and 
morunee personally feels by generous 
help interest. While she cannot expect to 
escape some errors of judgment, or hope that 
pia dea in we. paper can always please all 
readers, she will eavour more earnestly than 
ever, if possible, to make the pene represent 
the woman's cause respectably, both intellectu- 
. ally and morally, and to be a source of help, both 
for the home and wider duties and interests, to 

her kind and extending circle of readers. 
Many of the subscriptions have been accom- 
panied by most gracious and generous words of 
B ion—words well calculated to make 
‘the Editor regret that she cannot be more 
- worthy of them and to rejoice at the same time 
in the opportunity of serving that receives such 
loving recompense. Perhaps one such dear 
letter may be quoted, just to show how the 
women who read the SicnaL care for the 
advance and development that it represents :— 
To the Editor of the Woman’s SIGNAL. 

Dean Mapam,—I have much pleasure in 
enclosing order for —— towards your 
Free Circulation Fund, and shall be glad if you 
will put it down as coming from ——. 

I must take this opportunity of expressing the 
great admiration we feel for your ably-conducted 
paper, and also the earnest hope that its 
circulation will continue to increase. It is the 
only paper which deals with so many aspects of 
pdapo 8 life — interests, and apc ae 
to be supported by every woman in the kingdom. 
We ‘ake in two numbers weekly, one for our- 
selves, and one for sending abroad, and I keep 
.@ list of friends’ names, and recommend the 
Lg aa at every opportunity. 

en the new year began, I must confess I 
felt a little disappointment at first in not having 
the editor's weekly leading article, but the 
excellent ‘‘ Signals from Our Watch Tower,” 
28 ly those since the Woman’s Suffrage 
Bill have amply supplied their place. How 
excellent, too, were the remarks upon that 
foolish habit of calling people “old women!” 
My father and brother were equally pleased 
with them, and needed no “conversion” on 
my part! I will never tolerate the expression 


With best thanks my dear madam, for your 
noble championship of our sex.—Yours faith- 


fully —— 
March 26th, 1897. 


TREASURES AND 
TROUBLES. 


A DOMESTIC SCIENCE STORY FOR 
YOUNG MOTHERS. 
CHAPTER XIII. 
-¢Ismy daughter really not well enough to get 
up, Dr. Baynes ?” asked Mrs. Hamilton, when 
she had been three weeks with Elfie, and was 
getting very anxious to go home, 

It was nearly two months since Elfie had 
lost her baby; she had been greatly weakened 
by the consequences of the shock to her; but 
now she was, for all that the doctor could see, 
fairly well again. Still, there was no apparent 
-change in herself. She seemed never to wish 
to rise, nor to converse ; she was indifferent to 
-everything around her, and would haveappeared 
perfectly apathetic, but that sometimes she 
-cried quietly by the hour together. 

Mrs. Hamilton felt sure that Elfie only 
needed “arousing.” She had, as she thought, 
been very patient about it, but now it was 
getting so inconvenient to her to stay there 
longer, that she resolved to take the matter 
into her own hands. 

The question to the doctor was her first step 
towards this end. 

“T certainly think Mrs. Crofton would be all 
the better if she could be got to exert hersclf a 
little more,” said Dr. Baynes. 


“Tf she went downstairs, and out for a 
drive ?" 

‘* Downstairs, yes ; but I would not take her 
out for a few days after that. What rather 
troubles me is her lack of energy, and if you 
compel her to make too much exertion in that 
nervous condition the end may be a complete 
physical breakdown, that will throw her quite 
back upon our hands again.” 

‘* But you do think it would be well to get 
her to move?” 

‘Yes, if you can persuade her to do so, cer- 
tainly.” 

Mrs. Hamilton considered this sufficient 
authorization to do what she would, with the 
object of “‘ arousing ” her daughter. 

“I am going to take you downstairs 
this afternoon, Elfie,” she said, in her 
most managing manner. ‘The doctor says 
there is no reason whatever why you should 
stay up here all day any longer, and I am sure 
you ought to make an effort now, for Hugh’s 
sake, and mine, and your own too. You never 
were a selfish girl, but I must tell you that I think 
you are nursing your grief very selfishly. You 
are putting me to inconvenience, and making 
everybody belonging to you miserable, and, of 
course, it can’t do any good ””—— 

Her flow of words had by no means ended, 
but Elfie looked so pleadingly up at her, and 
interrupted her with “very well, mamma,”— 
an unconditional surrender to her orders—in so 
pathetic a tone, that she stopped for the 
moment. She abated none of her resolution, 
nevertheless. By three o'clock, Elfie was 
dressed, and had been assisted downstairs to 
the drawing-room, where she lay upon a couch, 
looking out of the window at the stretch of 
lawn with its bright flower beds, and at the sun- 
shine dancing upon the grass, with the boughs 
of the trees for partners, and the gentle winds 
for music. But Mrs. Crofton neither saw this 
pleasant scene, nor quaffed the sweet, warm air, 
nor heard the twittering choir of the birds. Her 
mind was half-unconsciously following its accus- 
tomed track, while her thoughts were busy with 
devices for obtaining her accustomed refuge 
from the burden of her sorrows. 

The track and the refuge of her thoughts were 
both unknown to her mother. Elfie had not 
been able to speak of them even to Bertha, who| Neither Bertha nor Mrs. Hamilton had 
had been her entire and sole confidant from , suspected this fatal truth, in the least degree. 
her infancy upwards till now. Some unseen | The odour of the liquor had not revealed it to 
influence had seemed to bar her lips from | them, for they both knew that she took wine 
utterance of what was most in her mind; and | frequently, by the doctor’s orders. And while 
when her sister was talking to her, and endeav- | Elfie lay still, and kept silence, there was not 
ouring by every tender art to draw her into | sufficient indication of her true state to arouse 


conversation, it had seemed to Elfie, while 
she lay apparently passive, as though some 
wild thing within her brain were shrieki 
unheard, in demand for pity for her speechlegg 
sufferings. All she had gone through recurred 
incessantly to her mind; and how she had 
come to love and to delight in the tiny form, 
the little sucking lips, the wee aimless hands 
stroking her bosom; and, at last, in what 
agonies she had seen her baby die. This wag 
her haunting train of thought. But, besides 
this, the whole plan of her life seemed to have 
been overturned with brutal suddenness, and it 
was the hasty way and the unkind words in 
which her husband had told her that she wag 
never going back to her London home, and that 
he was a ruined man, that had unfitted her for 
enduring with fortitude the after-blow. But in 
her thoughts it was her dead baby, that would 
not leave her for a moment, that made her go 
helplessly incapable, even of talking about her 
feelings, and far more so of throwing them off. 

Now the sad truth must be added; this 
morbid state of feeling, natural enough for a 
while, was perpetuated and confirmed by the 
source to which the unhappy girl turned for 
relief from the haunting misery of her one ides, 
It was, alas! the source to which her mother 
herself had advised recourse in the sufferings of 
the illness and weakness of Elfie’s early married 
life—habitual drinking of alcohol. The practice 
begun in those early days had been continued 
under the temptations of lassitude and over- 
excitement ever since ; and thus the victim had 
acquired the habit of flying to wine as her 
resource against every. unpleasant feeling, and 
as an aid to the endurance of all kinds of distress. 
But never had she, as the phrase goes, taken 
‘“‘more than enough,” till this period of utter 
break-down. Now she had been seeking for- 
getfulness in the same way in which she had 
often before sought comfort; and she had not 
found forgetfulness till she had passed intoa 
state of semi-stupidity. Each time that she 
recovered from the effects of wine, her depres- 
sion became deeper, and the tyranny of her 
troubled thoughts more oppressive; and each 
time she was, therefore, left only more ready to 
destroy her memory and her senses again in 
the same manner. 


Cannot be induced 


to go without it. Thousands of people who have tried 
DR. TIBBLES’ VI-COCOA—as an experiment—now use it 
regularly, and could not be induced to go back to the sickly, 
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go painful @ suspicion in minds 80 unprepared 


to entertain it. 
Mrs. Crofton lay on her couch, her eyes 
shut, with the tears stealing slowly at intervals 


down her cheeks. Her mother sat near her, 
not speaking, lest she should sleep; but pre- 
gently seeing the tears, Mrs. Hamilton said 
kindly and affectionately— 

“Do you feel ill, love?” 
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quite still. Mrs. Hamilton thought before long 
that she was sleeping. 

Now an afternoon nap was one of Mrs 
Hamilton’s special manners and customs. She, 
used to say she “just closed her eyes for ten 
minutes,” but an onlooker would at any 


| time have averred that she took about half 


an hour’s good, sound, comfortable snooze. 
Seeing her daughter lying so placidly, Mrs. 
Hamilton thought she knew of no reason why 


Poor Elfie! longing as she was for the stimu- : : 
: she should not take this customary “ closing of 
Jants which she would have got from her nurse “her eyes” if she remained in the room, where, 


upstairs, 
she was to get some here and now. With the 
gelf-consciousness of one just stepping beyond 
her own control on the slippery path of intem- 
perance, she had not dared to ask outright. 
The opening thus made, however, she could no 
longer resist. 

“T’d like—some wine!” she said, slowly 
and softly. 

The request seemed quite natural to Mrs. 
Hamilton. She took the keys from her pocket 
(for she, of course, had now assumed charge of 
the household affairs), and herself got the wine 
from the dining-room, which was across the 
ball. She poured out a glassful of port from 
the nearly full decanter, and aided her daughter 
to rise and drink it. 

It was by no means enough for Elfie, but she 
did not venture to ask for more. This quantity 
somewhat relieved her feelings, and she lay 


SUCCESS. 


Telegrams: ‘ Promisine,” Lonpon. 


Mrs. A. D. PHILP, appreciating the very liberal patronage hitherto accorded t 
regretting her inability to accommodate many intending patrons for lack of room durin 


she has secured the above Hotel premises, 


tations, Mrs. Philp hopes by her close 


Temperance principles. New Passenger Elevator, 


COCKBU 


containing large and numerous public rooms, 
with the expected large influx of visitors to London during the coming season, due 
It will be newly and comfortably furnished throughout, and open for reception 
oximity to the Strand, Trafalgar Square, Westminster, New Law Courts, 
nal attention to the comfort of guests, 
the very liberal patronage hitherto accor ed to her. 
It will be the finest, largest, and only well appointed H 
Electric Light, 


Mrs. Philp will give her general superintendence to 


she had been pondering painfully how | as she would have said, ‘a breath would waken 


her.” There was a second couch in the draw- 
ing-room. It stood in a nice, shaded spot— 
between the two windows, and, before long, 
Mrs. Hamilton, with her handkerchief over her 
face, was quietly reposing thereupon. 

The afternoon was warm. There was not a 
sound that could disturb ; the hum of a thousand 
insects mingled with the gentle rustle of the 
bushes, scarcely stirred by the breezes that 
swept softly past; a bee buzzed by now and 
then, and a little bird chirped in a nest. But, 
by comparison with St. John’s Wood, the 
silence was perfect. 

What with the heat and what with the quiet, 
Mrs. Hamilton’s eyes remained quite closed for 
an hour. When at length they opened, she 
went over to inspect her charge forthwith. 

There was a terrible change. Poor Mrs. 
Hamilton had never seen her daughter with 


Large Halls for Public Dinners, 
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such an aspect. Her eyes were half open and 
rolled upwards ; the mouth too was open; and 
her breathing was noisy and distressed. 

In her alarm, the mother shook her daughter 
a little, and called on her name. Elfie moaned 
slightly, and turned her head on the pillow, but 
was not aroused. Mrs. Hamilton rang the bell 
violently, and the nurse was soon in the room. 

“Run for the doctor!” cried the alarmed 
mother. ‘ Send somebody instantly, nurse ia 

Mrs. Hamilton had never in all her life known 
greater shame than such as comes from some 
trifling awkwardness. She learned then, 
through her child’s fault—through the fault 
which she had herself unwittingly incited—she 
learned then for the first time what that terrible 
sensation was like, when the old nurse, regard- 
ing her young lady wisely, said— 

“Tf I was in your place, ma’am, I wouldn't 
send for no doctor—I’d keep it quiet. She’s 
only—drunk a drop too much !” 


(To be continued.) 


ee 
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co | 
For three hundred years the historical tide in 
the affairs of men has set towards personal and 
civil liberty. We are feeling the effect of this 
movement, often greatly to our personal incon- 
venience. But it is impossible to turn it. It 
remains only to direct it. 
* * * 


Lert us not love in word, but in deed. 
St. John. 
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GENUINE GRAPE JUICE. 
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Price List, 
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Alto-Douro, 
Muscat, Marsala, 
Red Alicante. 
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Reputed Pinte 14/- to 2Q0/- per dozen. 
Reputed Quarts, 24/- to 29/- per dozen. 


EXCELLENT COMMUNION WINES. 


SMALL SAMPLES of any four of the above will be 
sent carriage free on receipt of 2/6 by 


F. WRIGHT, MUNDY & Co. 


Merton Road, Kensington, London, W. 


The above Wines are recommended by the Unfermented 
Wine Dept. of the B. W.T. A. 


SWIFT GOLD MEDAL 


bes, KNITTE 


d 
t ee KNITS Stockings ribbed or plain, 
GLOVES and CLOTHING 
in WOOL, SILK, or COTTON. IN- 
8 TRUCTIONS FREE, Lists free per post. 
- V 28 TKIUMPHANT AWA}.DS, in-luding 
8 GOLD MEDALA..07 the ~ HARBISON 'and BUN" MACHINES. 
HARRISON KNITTING MACHINE CO. LTD. 
Vorks; 68, Upier Rrook St., Manchestcr. 


~ 
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SPRING CLEANING. 


apres who are the possessors of any valuable 
modern or antique lace, which is in need of clean- 
ing, cannot do better than entrust it to Mr. 
os . ~~ apes ago Court glover, of 92 Nev 

nd-s' » a8 he has a great speciality for 

lace, and is ly successful in 

raising the By eapliy a feat which is not often 
accomplished by the lace cleaner. Lace veils, 
collars, sleeves, handkerchiefs and ball dresses 
of all descriptions are undertaken at this estab- 
lishment, and finished off in a superior manner. 
Feathers are beautifully dyed, cleaned and 
curled within a few days, the renovation of 
ostrich feather fans being a spect feature. 
Mr. Gregg has been so successful with his de- 
partment for cleaning and dyeing that he has 
now added a great many to the list of 
what he undertakes, such as gowns, blouses, 
Court gowns, sunshades, gentlemen’s cricke 
and tennis suits, also table-covers, curtains an 
other things of the kind. All enquiries on this 
subject should be made by letter, addressed to 
the Cleaning and Dyeing Department (first 
floor), 92 New Bond-street, W. 


FORGED BANK OF ENGLAND 
NOTES. 

THE unpleasant discovery has recently been 
made that a number of forged Bank of England 
Notes are in circulation. These spurious £20 
notes apparently emanated from Vienna, where 
the printing and watermark were so skilfully 
executed that e ts in such matters have 
been almost deceived. Considering the large 

rofit accruing from successful forgery of Bank 

otes, it is not to be wondered at that occasion- 

ly persons are prepared to risk detection. 
The art of imitation, however, is not confined 
to such valuable commodities as Bank Notes ; 
let any ordinary article of household consump- 
tion become popular, and there are people who 
will at once bring out something looking as near 
akin to the original as the law will allow, but 
often differing widely from it in intrinsic value. 
Take for instance an article like Liebig Com rae 
Extract, which through the efforts of the Liebi 
Company, has now become a household word. 
The Company’s success has given rise to num- 
berless imitations, many being called by Liebig’s 
name, but in this case the public can more 
easily detect the original than in the case of the 
Bank Notes, as the Liebig Company’s alone 
carries the inventor's signature, J. v. Liebig, in 
blue, 


. Messrs. STREET & Co., Advertising Agents, of 
80, Cornhill, E.C., and 5, Serle-street, W.C., 
announce that, in consequence of their increasing 
business, and for the convenience of their West 
end clients, they will open on Monday, 5th 


April, a branch at 164, Piccadilly, London, W. | MONDAY, APRIL 5th, at 7.30 


aa oF HERBS 
waxinc NON-INTOXICATING BEER 


The most palatable, thirst-quenching, refreshing: 
animating tonic drink produceable, 

For every OPEN-. WORKE ‘Rand all employed in 
Shops, Mills, Manufactories, and Mines. 
IMITATED BUT NOT EQUALLED. 

nts Wanted. 
One 64. bottle makes 8 gallons. Of all Chemists & Stores, 
Sample Bottle Free 9 Stamps: 2 for 15 Stamps- 
NEWBALL & MASON, NOTTINGHAM 


MASON'S (nottTINGHAM) 
COFFEE ESSENCE 


(THE BEST MADE) 
OLOROROROROROROROReHOROROHOES 
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Cy ry 


a 


Se i, 


HUCON'S 


REFINED BEEF SUET 
FOR COOKINC, PUDDINCS, 
FRYING, PASTRY &‘ 


x ONE L2 EQUALS CLE 
ATO Py RAW «SUET 
; O° per Pouno 


- 


_- BRAND 


2°07 ED . we Aan, 
“x 


= ~ 

«gy Se 

£\ M4 R ‘: 
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Morro : “ For God and Home,and Every Land.” 


WATIONAL 


BRITISH WOMEN’S TEMPERANCE ASSOCIATION 


President: The Lady Henry Somerset. 
VISIT OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
TO BRISTOL, 


APRIL 3AD TO 7TH, 1897. 


On SATURDAY, APRIL 3rd, Prayer Meeting 
will be held for all workers. 
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AND GIV ES IGREATESIAOAIIS FACTION: 


Miss SADLER, 


High-Class Corsetiére, 
SPECIALITY: ABDOMINAL CORSEF 


“One of the most popular Corsetizres of the 
resent day is Miss Sapize, of 211, Oxford Street. 
he thoroughly studies the peculiarities of each 

individual » but is ly successful with 
ladies who are inclined be ‘stout.”—Sunday 
Times, May 8rd, 1896. - 


211, OXFORD STREET, 


Our PribateAdhertisement Column. 


READ OAREFULLY. 
ERMS :—Sixpence per 
T twelve cad coe penny for 
words; four 
words. 


same week’, Ww 
advertisement without giving a reason. 
In replying to an ad' 


no 
a 

for the 
ase any 


the advertiser's own address is not given, but only 
an office number, write your letter to the advertiser 
and enclose it in an envelope: this, and write 


jose 
(where the stamp should go), on the outside, the letter 
number 


Neville Houce, 19, Berkeley Square, 7.30 | 274 of the advertisement, and nothing more. 
'm, Miss Savill will Pregiie, ~ Dersloms. Cation witht eicenes sealed down tn” ancine 


SUNDAY.—Gospel Temperence Services will be 
arranged wherever possible. 

MONDAY, APRIL 5th.—Praise and Prayer Meet- 
ings. Blind Asylum. 3 p.m. Miss Gorham, 
Superintendent of the Evangelistic Depart- 
ment of the B.W.T.A., will Preside. 
Bishop, of Swansea; Mrs. A. J. Crossfield, 
of Reigate. Collection. 

pa eens 
Meeting will be held at the Blind Asylum 
Music Hall, Queen's Road, Clifton. Speakers : 
The Hon. Mrs. Bertrand Russell, Superin- 
tendent of the “Y" Department of the 
B.W.T.A.,and Sister Kathleen, the ‘‘ Mother” 
of the “ Bird’s Nest '’ at ‘‘The Farm Home” 
for Inebriate Women, Duxhurst, near 
Reigate. Seats free. Collection. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 6th, 11.30 am.—A Bible 
Reading will be aie by Mrs. R. Pearsall 
Smith, Author of “The Secret of a Happy 
Life,”’ ‘‘Frank,"” etc., etc. 
Rooms. Collection. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 6th, at 2.30 p.m.—Conference 
and “ School of Methods "’ by leading workers. 
—President, Mrs. Eva McLaren, Acting Vice- 
President of the B.W.T.A. Subjects: ‘‘ The 
Departmental System,” “ Political Depart- 
ment,” ‘“ Loyal Temperance Legion Model 
Meeting,” etc. A limited number of Reserved 
Seats, ls. Collection. 

TUESDAY. APRIL 6th, at 8 p.m.—Public Meet- 
ing, Victoria Rooms. William Howell Davies, 
Esq., J.P. (ex-Mayor), in the Chair. Speakers : 
Mrs. Ormiston Chant, Mrs. R. Pearsall Smith. 

The Ladies of The West of England Guitar and 
Mandoline Society will kindly play from 7.25 
to 7.55, with Selections during the evening. 

Reserved Seats—Sofa Stalls, 2s.6d.; Second Seats, is.5 
Back Seats free. Collection in aid of the Work. | 

The Executive Committee will be held on Wednesday at 


Tynedale Chapel Schoolroom, Oakland Road, White | 
Ladies Gate. (For members only.) | 

For further varticulars, address Miss M. M. LURY, 
8, Grove Place, Redland, Bristol, from whom Tickets | 
can be obtained. 


Small Victoria 


Mrs. | ! 


GPLENDID Prize Fowl. 


outer envelope “ Woman's SienaL 
Covent Garden, London, W.C.,” 'P 
We will then take out an 
your replies to the advertiser, and further communications 
will be direct between you both. Postcards will not be 


Dress. 


A. 249, FRENCH Boots, Melie’s best glove kid, 
size 87-2 (narrow fives), hygienic heels, smart 


and best goalie suit slender tall ie too narrow for owner, 
| mever worn. Cost 25s. at Peter binson’s, sell 12s. 64, 
great bargain. 


Private Lodgings and Board. 
C. 124, Ww ipow Lady taking good house in or 


near town would be glad to hear from one 
or two ladies or gentlemen who would join her as paying 
guests. Moderate, inclusive terms. 


—_—_—_—_—=S==========[=_=_=a===~=—= 


Situation Wanted. 


F. 116. GOVERNESS (35) desires engagement. 
Higher Cambridge honours. Four years 
abroad. English, Feench, German, music, painting. 


Miscellaneous. 


RE. 186. FPRENCH Novels, Sale Cheap, or Ex- 


change. Good Writers. Please send list of 
what offers, 


BE, 187. 4 VOLS. Cloth. The Household Physician, 
by J. McGrecor-RoBertson, M.B., illustrated 
with 400 figures and plates. 8vo. size, Cost 36s. Price 28s. 


E. 139. SPLENDID Lady's Safety, Beeston pneu- 


matictyres. All latest improvements, including 


| Zylonite frosted gear case, only ridden twice, in thorough 


condition. Price £8 10s. 


Houdan Cock, 4 Hens, 

£1 2s. 6d. Light Brahma ditto, £1. White Leghorn 
Cock, 8 Hens, 15s. 6d. Young Toulouse Gander, 10 1bs, 
weight, 10s. 6d. McKean, Laragh, Castle Blayney, Ireland. 
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HOME TALK. 


THE WARM CORNER 


elcome corner in these draughty days of 
m when the fire glows warm and cheerful ; 
but — this fire, 
and its warmth, 
draw the cold air 
tinto the room 
‘! 1 whenever a door 
f ‘is opened, and 
H underneath the 
* door all the time, 
4 if the door does 
not fit tightly. A 
loose rey 
against the entry, 
|is pushed away 
every time any- 
Fone comes in. It 
is better to tack a 
little strip of felt 
along the bottom 
of the door itself. A screen, again, does 
wonders in keeping draughts out; and there is 
no more ch sight for an incomer than a 
comfortable armchair and a screen. 


A WINTER TROUBLE 


that affects many of us is cold, chilly hands and 
and feet. They come from defective circulation 
and poverty of the blood. Poor blood is what 
the doctors call anemia, always a prevalent 
trouble where women are concerned. It gives 
pallid cheeks, flat fi , languidness, and a way 
of being easily tired. Very often it is the first 
step towards “decline,” or, as people call it, 
consumption. Better stop it in time. It is 
good to be ros: and well, if youcan. Here is a 
true story. iss Richardson, daughter of the 
r of a large brick-works at King’s Dyke, 
Whittlesey, in Cambridgeshire, is a picture of 
health. Yet, a little while ago, she was in a 
consumption. Doctors attended her, but the 
girl made no progress, and became so weak that 
all quite expected her to die, as consumptive 
perele do die. By the merest accident, the 
er found out what can be done by Dr. 
Williams’ Pink Pills for Pale People. He read 
it, and said to his wife, ‘‘ Here’s somebody 
advertising, and if only half what he says is 
true there’s hope for Jane yet.” The same 
night he sent for a box of Pills, and before half 
the box was gone, saw a marked change. Miss 
Richardson is, in her father’s words, ‘‘ A woman 
again, and quite well.” Her disease was a 
pera gpaeaaurs vases but there are no signs 
of that now. She was so weak that she could 
do nothing; it aphee? as if she had’nt the 
stren, to walk. But Dr. Williams’ Pills 
entirely cured her. 
This is an example for all women who feel 
id; have a pain in the chest or the back, 

or feel the need of a tonic. These Pills—Dr. 
Williams’ Pink Pills for Pale People—can be 
bought at the chemist’s at 2s. 9d. a box. 


DO NOT MAKE A MISTAKE. 
Have the genuine Pills which cured Miss 


Richardson, as I have just told you. They are 
: only to be had in a wooden 
tube or box in a closed 
ink wrapper, bearing the 
name, ‘“‘ Dr. Williams’ 
~ Pink Pills for Pale People.” 
In case of any doubt it is 
better to send to the 
makers (the address is Dr. 
Williams’ Medicine Com- 
pany, 46, Holborn-viaduct, 
London, E.C.) than to ac- 
cept any substitute, for 
these Pills are not like 
ordinary medicine. 


A PRETTY TIPPET AND MUFF. 


This is, as you see, a very 
‘ stylish addition to a dress 
or cloth jacket—a tippet fashioned in velvet 
en trimmed with ostrich feather and chiffon 
th tings, anda fascinating muff en swite. When 
dei brighter weather allows of lighter and 
aintier toilettes this will be found useful. 


is the 
winter, 


'd | later 
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WASHING BABY’S HAIR. 
Whenever baby’s hair is washed it should be v 
carefully dried afterwards. Neglect of this wi 
frequently 
give the 
child a cold 
in the 
hea d, 
which, 
neglected, 
may lay the 
foundation 
of a deaf- 
ness that * 
will go on 
increasing 
until, in 
life, 
it may be- 
come r- 
manent. It is best that the baby’s hair should 

be washed at bedtime, to avoid draughts. 


TO CURE RHEUMATISM. 


More cases of rheumatism than of any other 
disorder prevalent at this time of the year have 
been cured by Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills for Pale 
People. They act by strengthening the blood 
and nerves; people subject to rheumatism 
should use them at once. These Pills have 
cured numerous cases of other disorders which 
arise from impoverished blood, such as 
muscular weakness, loss of appetite, shortness 
of breath, pain in the back, nervous head- 
ache, and all forms of female weakness, 
paralysis, locomotor ataxy, sciatica, influenza, 
anemia, and p ape You can buy them 
at the chemists’, but take care that the package 
bears the full name, Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills 
for Pale at and in case of doubt send 
direct to Dr. Williams’ Medicine Company, 46, 
Holborn-viaduct, E.C., as the Pills can be had 

st-free at 2s. 9d., or six boxes for 138s. 9d. 

r. Williams’ Pink Pills for Pale People are 
not a purgative. Pills sold’ loose, or from glass 
jars, are not Dr. Williams’—don't accept them. 


CHARACTER IN HANDWRITING. 
This is the handwriting of an honest working 


. 


man, and is part of a letter written by him 
in answer to 
his health. For Mr. Bilton has had a 
wonderful and eventful history. He is to-day 
a strong, active, and hard-working man. Only 
three years ago he was in such a state that 
ordinary medicine could do nothing for him. 
Week after week the friendly society to which 
he belonged paid him his sick allowance, and 
furnished him with the best medical attendance, 
until at last, although three doctors had seen 
him in consultation, he was pronounced abso- 
lutely incurable, and totally eares, | cystitis, 
or bladder disease. ‘ Practically Dead” is the 
expression used to describe his condition, and 
the friendly society treated him as dead. He 
was paid his full discharge money with the 
usual legal formalities, and lay down, paralysed, 
pain-racked, and helpless, to die. Nearly two 
years afterwards he was led to use Dr. Williams’ 
Pink Pills for Pale People. After only a few 
doses he began to feel power returning to his 
paralysed limbs. He persevered, still without 
hope of permanent benefit, but grateful for even 
a fittle ease in his pain. Strength began to 
return to his muscles. The stiffness left his 
bones. Almost wild with the return of hope, 
so long a stranger to his heart, he continued the 
Pills, until at length he found himself hale and 
hearty, eager for work, enthusiastic and strong. 

He has been actually re-admitted to the 
friendly society on the certificates of the same 
doctors. On re-examining him, after the use of 
Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills, they found him fit for 
work. This is only one of the thousands of 
cases in which Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills have 
cured paralysis, locomotor ataxy, consumption, 


certain enquiries regarding 
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rheumatism, anemia, sciatica, St. Vitus’ dance, 

kidney and bladder diseases, and nervous 

troubles. They are the greatest tonic in the 

woe and especially suited to the ailments of 
es. 


FREE TO “WOMAN'S SIGNAL” 
READERS. 

If you are not well, and do not understand 
your ailment ; if you are ill and wish to be well ; 
write an account of your case to the Dr. Williams’ 
Medicine Company, 46 Holborn-viaduct, London, 
E.C., and ask whether Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills 
are good for pour case. If they are not, you will 
be told; if they are, you will, no doubt, hear of 
other cases like your own that have been cured 
by them. Mention the name of this paper, and 
you will have a prompt reply. 


Our Open Columns. 


[The Editor does not hold herself responsible for 
the opinions expressed by correspondents. 
Discussion is invited on the subjects here 
written upon. | 


NURSES A LA MODE. 
To the Editor of the Woman's SIGNAL. 


Dear Mapam,—Having read with great 
interest Lady Priestley’s paper on ‘‘ Nurses 
a la Mode,” and also the replies to it in our 
paper, I would suggest that a second grade of 
nurses should be formed to meet the pressing 
needs of that class of ple who can manage 
to pay, say £1 a week, for assistance during 
sickness, but to whom the nurses’ fees, stand- 
ing at their present rate, are almost an im- 
possibility. 

I quite e with the remark that “there is 
no such thing as a born nurse,” but at the 
same time many people have a special aptitude 
for nursing, just as others have for music, 

ainting, &c. Could not such be trained, sa 
‘or a twelvemonth, and in that time be fit 
for ordinary plain nursing? In cases of con- 
sig a and many other complaints they 
would be invaluable, and, I think, would in no 
way clash with fully-trained nurses. 

F. Kemp FuRNER. 

Calluma, Bournemouth. 


THE STATUE OF JESUS AT DUXHURST. 


Dear Mapam,—Being much interested in the 
discussion on the statue which Lady Henry 
Somerset intends to place on the village green 
at Duxhurst, may I ask some questions con- 
cerning the matter, which I, in company with 
many more of our members, would like to have 
cleared up ? 

Firstly. Has any individual a right to place a 
statute of any description upon public land, 
without the consent of the controlling autho- 
rities ? 

Secondly. Who are the controlling authorities 
at Duxhurst? I had supposed, but I may be 
in error, that the village of |Duxhurst was the 
property of the B.W.T.A.? If this is so, would 
not the sanction of the elected representatives 
of the B.W.T.A. (i.e., the executive committee) 
be necessary before any steps could be taken, 
and as there is so much warm feeling on the 
subject, would it not be more constitutional 
and more likely to give general satisfaction if 
the whole question could be referred to the 
annual council meetings, by which time the 
views of all the brancheg could be ascertained, 
due notice of such a resolution being given to 
the branches. Trusting that I have not tres- 
passed too largely upon your valuable space,— 
I am, yours very sincerely, 

Soruta M. STEPHENS, 
Hon. Sec. Falmouth and 
Penryn Branch B.W.T.A. 
Ashfield, Falmouth. 


Tut Duke of Westminster will preside at 
the annual meeting of Miss Meredith Brown's 
Homes (the Shaftesbury Institute Mission), 
which will be held at Grosvenor House on 
Wednesday, May 26th. 
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Oar 
Far superior to tea or 


Cadbur 3 


4 
® coffee for nourishing and 
“ strength - imparting proper- 
¢ ties, and for Breakfast, 
: Luncheon, Tea, or Supper 


—whenever wholesome re- 
CO CO a freshment is necessary— 
may be safely and bene- 
« Represents the standard of highest purity at present attainable | ficially resoried to. 
in regard to Cocoa.”—Lancet. : ae | 


HBveryone interested in Nursing Matters should read 


The NURSING RECORD. 


Edited by Mrs. BEDFORD FENWIOK. 
Published every Saturday. Price One Penny. 
— 


wenn eee e neem esses esses sessseseees | 


Contains all the Nursing News of the Notes on Science, Art, Literature, and the 


week; Articles by well-known Medical Drama; Hospital News; Discussions by 


Men and Nurses; Matrons in Council, etc., etc., etc. 


| 
STRAND, W.C. 


oo... 2, ADAM STREET, 
RF ek A EE = “ee — I RR RT RR RS a CTT 


“Day by day, grain upon grain, 
the subtle Nature-Builder deposits 
a store of strength in the skeleton 
and the tissues of the body, but 
we must supply her with the 
materials, or she will not build 
the highest and best.” 


— )o(— Past 
REPORT FROM ‘i 

SIR CHAS. A. CAMERON, M.D., D.P.H.(Cambridge) See 
F.R.C.8.1., M.R.C.P.I., F.1.C., eke 
PROFESSOR OF CHEMISTRY, R.C.S.I., \ ny 
Yo 


Medical Officer of Health for Dublin. City and Ccunty 
Analyst. 


“T have carefully examined a specimen of 
‘Cerebos Salt’ and find that it includes a sub- 
stantial proportion of phosphates, such as are 
necessary to the formation of bone and muscle. 
Iconsider it a very nice form in which to take 
the salt as a condiment, whilst at the same time 
introducing to the system valuable phosphates.” 


Joc 
CEREBOS TABLE SALT is used at 
every meal by thousands of BOCTORS 
and their families because it adds 
strength to all the food in which it is 
used, and by the upper ten thousand 
LADIES on account of its dainty 
appearance and fine quality. It has 
been adopted and is exclusively used at 
all the Gordon Hotels at home and 
abroad, the Hotel Cecil, and all the other 
highest class HOTELS everywhere, 
because it is the nicest, driest, best 
Table Salt; economical in use, and 
requiring no crushing or preparation. 
—)o(—— 
SOLD AT ALL THE BEST GROCERS AND 
- + + §TORES IN LARGE LINED TINS. 
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